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1. Welcome
Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary General of AASSREC

2. Opening Remarks
Professor James J. Fox (FASSA), AASSREC President

Session 1: International Relations, Global Security & Regional Governance in a Post-COVID World

3. Introduction of Speakers 
Session Chair: Professor Dr. Dang Nguyen Anh, Vice-President of AASSREC and Vice-President of the Vietnam

Academy of Social Sciences (VASS)

4. Global Structure and Regional Order Transformation in Post Covid-19 Era
Presenter: Professor YE Hailin, Research Fellow, Professor and Deputy Director General of the National

Institute of International Strategy (NIIS), Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)

5. Sino-American rivalry and the role of medium-sized countries in the fight against the Covid-19 
Presenters: Dr. Hoang Hue Anh, Institute of Chinese Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS); and

Mr. Pham Thao Nguyen, Center for Chinese Economic and Strategic Studies (CESS)

6. Private Good or Public Good: A Political Analysis of the Philippine Public Health under the Duterte
Administration
Presenters: Philip James S. Miñoza, College Secretary, College of International Relations, Lyceum of the

Philippines University in Intramuros, Manila; and Hadje Cresencio Sadje, Associate Member, SOAS Center for

Palestine Studies, University of London, UK

7. Moderated Q&A Session
Moderator and Session Chair: Professor Dr. Dang Nguyen Anh

Navigating the future with and after COVID-19: 
The role of social sciences in Asia
24th AASSREC Biennial General Conference

Program

Tuesday 26 October 2021 
4:30–6:00am UTC / 3:30-5:00pm AEDT / 8:00-9:30am IRST / 10:00–11:30am IST / 10:30am-12pm BST / 
11:30am-1:00pm ICT, WIB / 12:30-2pm CST, MYT, PHST / 1:30-3pm JST, KST / 5:30-7pm NZDT

BREAK

1. Welcome
Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary General of AASSREC

2. Introduction of Speakers 
Session Chair: Dr Junko HIBIYA, Chair, International Collaboration Committee, Science Council of Japan; and

Professor Emerita, International Christian University, Japan

Session 2: Managing Pandemics: What Works and What Doesn’t? Lessons from the Asia-Pacific 

Tuesday 26 October 2021 
6:30–8:30am UTC / 5:30-7:30pm AEDT / 10:00am–12pm IRST / 12:00-2pm IST / 12:30-2:30pm BST /
1:30-3:30pm ICT, WIB / 2:30-4:30pm CST, MYT, PHST / 3:30-5:30pm JST, KST / 7:30-9:30pm NZDT

01



4. Malaysia’s Response to the Covid-19 Pandemic: Will Malaysia Survive the Covid Crisis?
Presenters: Professor Mohd Hazim Shah, School of Languages, Civilisation, and Philosophy, College of Arts

and Sciences, at the Universiti Utara Malaysia in Sintok, Kedah, and Dr Wan Puspa Melati, Faculty of Social

Sciences & Leisure Management, Taylor’s University, Malaysia and Honorary Secretary of Malaysian Social

Science Association.

5. WHO Approves? The WHO’s Credibility and Support for China’s COVID-19 Vaccines: Survey Evidence
from Taiwan
Presenter: Dr. Wen-Chin Wu, Institute of Political Science (IPSAS), Academia Sinica, Taipei

6. The impact of the government’s policy and attitude on society’s perception and action toward the
Covid-19 health protocol
Presenter: Dr Rusli Cahyadi, Human Ecology Department, Research Centre for Population, Indonesian

Institute of Science (LIPI)

7. Moderated Q&A Session
Moderator and Session Chair: Dr Junko HIBIYA

BREAK

3. An assessment of social and economic responses of Thai government to Covid-19
Presenter: Dr Nonarit Bisonyabut, Senior Fellow and Head of Macroeconomic Policy and Applied Economics

Program, Thailand Development Research Institute Foundation, Thailand

1. Welcome
Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary General of AASSREC

2. Introduction of Speakers 
Session Chair:  Professor Linda Connor (FASSA), Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, The University of

Sydney

Session 3: Health Promotion and Disease Prevention: Public Health Strategies During the Pandemic

3. Communicating Covid-19: Navigating Health Literacy in the Philippines
Presenter: Dr Elena. E. Pernia, Vice President for Public Affairs, University of the Philippines System and

Professor of Communication, University of Philippines’ College of Mass Communication (UP-CMC)

4. Determinants of Depressive Symptoms among Older People in times of Covid Pandemic
Presenter: Dr. Koustubh Kanti Ray, Professor of Finance at School of Management, KIIT, and representative

of the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

Wednesday 27 October 2021
4:30–6:00am UTC / 3:30-5:00pm AEDT / 8:00-9:30am IRST / 10:00–11:30am IST / 10:30am-12pm BST /
11:30am-1:00pm ICT, WIB / 12:30-2pm CST, MYT, PHST / 1:30-3pm JST, KST / 5:30-7pm NZDT

5. Role of Religious Institutions and leaders during pandemic - implications on technology, process and
people during fight against Covid-19
Presenter: Dr. H S Ashok, Centre for Education and Social Studies, Bangalore, and representative of the Indian

Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

6. Moderated Q&A Session
Moderator and Session Chair: Professor Linda Connor (FASSA)

BREAK

02



1. Welcome
Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary General of AASSREC

2. Introduction of Speakers 
Session Chair: Alfred Deakin Professor Fethi Mansouri (PhD; FASSA), Director, Alfred Deakin Institute for

Citizenship and Globalisation; UNESCO Chairholder, Cultural Diversity and Social Justice; and UNESCO UniTwin

Convenor, Inter-religious Dialogue and Intercultural Understanding (IDIU)

Session 4: Locked Down: How COVID has changed how we live, learn and work

3. Can Higher Education Institutions Cultivate Global Competences in the Era of COVID-19: Comparative
Study of Student Survey in Japan, USA, South Korea and Taiwan
Presenter: Dr Reiko YAMADA, Professor, Faculty of Social Studies and Director, Center for Higher Education

and Student Research, Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan

4. Digital Technology and the Impact of COVID- 19 on the Lower-Skilled Workforce in Sri Lanka
Presenter: Ms. Nayana P. Amarawickrama, Lecturer (Freelance), Sri Lanka

Wednesday 27 October 2021
6:30–8:30am UTC / 5:30-7:30pm AEDT / 10:00am–12pm IRST / 12:00-2pm IST / 12:30-2:30pm BST / 
1:30-3:30pm ICT, WIB / 2:30-4:30pm CST, MYT, PHST / 3:30-5:30pm JST, KST / 7:30-9:30pm NZDT 

5. Social Capital and Resilience: Changing Pattern of Migration in Coping with Covid-19 Pandemic
Presenter: Dr. Nguyen Thi Le, Institute of Human Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS)

6. How the First Wave of COVID-19 Pandemic Affect Indonesia’s Household in Response to Food Security
and Poverty
Presenter: Purwanto, PhD, Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI)

7. Moderated Q&A Session
Moderator and Session Chair: Alfred Deakin Professor Fethi Mansouri (PhD; FASSA)

1. Welcome
Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary General of AASSREC

2. Introduction of Speakers 
Session Chair: Professor Christopher Gregory (FASSA), Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, College of Arts

and Social Sciences, ANU

Session 5: The Role of Social Science in Understanding and Responding to Pandemics

3. Social science in pandemics: lessons learned from past and some ideas for present
Presenters: Dr Payam Roshanfekr, Assistant Professor in Social Welfare Management Research Center,

University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, Tehran, Iran, Member of the Board of Directors,

Iranian Sociological Association (ISA), and Elnaz Fatemi, M.A. in Anthropology, University of Tehran, Iran,

freelance researcher

Thursday 28 October 2021 
4:30–6:00am UTC / 3:30-5:00pm AEDT / 8:00-9:30am IRST / 10:00–11:30am IST / 10:30am-12pm BST /
11:30am-1:00pm ICT, WIB / 12:30-2pm CST, MYT, PHST / 1:30-3pm JST, KST / 5:30-7pm NZDT
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4. Social inequality within the research system in responding to COVID-19 in Southeast Asia
Presenters: Dr. Inaya Rahmani, Inaugural Director of the Asia Research Center at Faculty of Social and

Political Science, Universitas Indonesia and the deputy director (Science and Education working group) of the

Indonesian Young Academy of Sciences (ALMI) and Dr. Panji Anugrah Permana, Lecturer, Department of

Political Science Universitas Indonesia and Research Fellow, Asia Research Center, Universitas Indonesia

5. Modelling and its Discontents: The Value of Complementary Knowledge in a Pandemic
Presenter: Professor Fleur Johns (FASSA), Faculty of Law & Justice, UNSW Sydney, Australia; Visiting

Professor, University of Gothenburg

6. Moderated Q&A Session
Moderator and Session Chair: Professor Christopher Gregory (FASSA) 

7. Closing Remarks
Professor James J. Fox (FASSA), AASSREC President

1. AASSREC Business Meeting
Attendees: Nominated representatives of AASSREC member organisations only – requires separate registration

AASSREC Business Meeting 

Thursday 28 October 2021 
6:30–8:00am UTC / 5:30-7pm AEDT / 10:00-11.30am IRST / 12:00-1:30pm IST / 12:30-2pm BST /
1:30-3pm ICT, WIB / 2:30-4pm CST, MYT, PHST / 3:30-5pm JST, KST / 7:30-9pm NZDT

Please Note: This is the program as at 15/10/21 and the organisers may amend it. Please send any enquiries

to: michelle.bruce@socialsciences.org,au

Register online at: 

https://events.humanitix.com/navigating-the-future-with-and-after-covid-19-the-roleof-social-sciences-in-asia
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Global Structure and Regional Order Transformation in Post Covid-19 Era 

Prof. Ye Hailin | Research Fellow, Professor and Deputy Director General of the National Institute of
International Strategy (NIIS), Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) 
Nominated By: Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)

ABSTRACT:
The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic worldwide in 2020 has been universally recognized as an
unprecedented global public health emergency, which has caused extremely severe consequences in terms of
world politics, economy and so forth. In the coming post-COVID era, it is expected to see that significant
changes will appear in the Asia-Pacific region in the following three aspects, the regional power distribution,
the regional order as well as the overall governing format. In terms of regional power distribution and regional
order, as the strategic competition between China and the United States in several fields are getting more and
more fierce, together with the fact that Asian emerging economics are destined to play an increasingly critical
role in leading the global economic recovery process, the power resources within the Asia-pacific region will be
prone to be shared by several parties, rather than be seized by one single state. In this way, it is the United
States that has to seek cooperation, instead of confrontation with regional powers like China, if it is to maintain
the overall stability and sustainability of the entire region. As for regional governing format, given the sharp
contradictions of pandemic-control measures taken during the outbreak of the COVID-19 by China and some
Asian countries, in comparison with most of the western countries, it is understandable that the independent
and pluralism-oriented governing mode, which have been cherished by the majority of Asian countries for long,
will continuously play an important role in the Asia-Pacific regional cooperation during the post-COVID era. 

PRESENTER BIO:
Ye Hailin is Professor and DDG of National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (NIIS, CASS). He is also Chief Secretary of Chinese Association of South Asian Studies, and Director of
Center for South Asia Studies, NIIS, CASS. He graduated from School of International Studies, Peking University
with a Master degree of Law in 2000. He served as a Police Officer with rank of Superintendent Class 2 and 1
from 2000 to 2003, and Third Secretory in Chinese Embassy in Ankara from 2003 to 2005. He joined in CASS in
2006. He published various books such as Study on Contemporary Sino-Indian Relationship (2018),
Understanding Pakistan (2008), and Wind Over Khyber Pass (2010). His major expertise is Chinese Foreign
Policy, Regional Security and Geopolitics. 

Navigating the future with and after COVID-19: 
The role of social sciences in Asia
24th AASSREC Biennial General Conference

Abstracts

Sino-American rivalry and the role of medium-sized countries in the fight against the Covid-

19  

Dr. Hoang Hue Anh | Institute of Chinese Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences 
Nominated by: Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS)

ABSTRACT:
The global outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic in the midst of increasing Sino-American competition did not
warm up the bilateral relations because of sharing common destiny, but rather reactivated and further
increased tensions between China and the U.S., sending this relations to the lowest point since the
establishment of diplomatic relations in the late 1970s of the last century. The two countries were locked in a
media battle over legitimacy (the origins of Covid-19) and governance models (for handling the crisis) during
the pandemic outbreak. This has led to the lack of consensus and coordinated responses to the pandemic
between the two most influential powers in the world. 
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PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. Hoang Hue Anh 
Institute of Chinese Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences. 
1999-2009: Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts (Major: Chinese history), Doctor of Philosophy (Major: International
politics), Renmin University of China, Beijing, China. 
2009-2015: Lecturer (expert), Beijing Foreign Studies University, China. 
2015-now: Researcher, Institute of Chinese Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences. 
Current research areas: International politics, Chinese foreign policy. 
  
Mr. Pham Thao Nguyen MBA 
2000-2013: Bachelor of Arts (Major: English), Hanoi University; Master of Business Administration, National
Central University, Taiwan. 
2014-2016: World new editor, Vietnam News Agency. 
2016-2020: Research collaborator, the Center for Indian Studies.   
2021-now: Researcher, the Center for Chinese Economic and Strategic Studies. 
Current research areas: Chinese economics, International politics, Chinese foreign policy. 

ABSTRACT (cont):
The result is the lack of capacity to provide public goods (especially public health service) in the Asia Pacific
region as the established power (the U.S.) refuses to shoulder its international responsibility while the rising
power (China) does not have enough capacity to take on the role of ‘philanthropist’. Therefore, regional
medium-sized countries, including Vietnam, have played an important role in balancing power relations among
major powers in order to reduce security risks and fill the gap of providing public goods in the region through
regional institutions such as ASEAN. 

Private Good or Public Good: A Political Analysis of the Philippine Public Health under the

Duterte Administration 

Mr. Philip James S. Miñoza and Hadje Cresencio Sadje | College Secretary, College of International Relations,
Lyceum of the Philippines University in Intramuros, Manila; and Associate Member, SOAS Center for Palestine
Studies, University of London, UK

Nominated by: Philippine International Studies Organization (PHISO)

ABSTRACT:
The disruption of life’s normality under the current global pandemic raised a deep existential concern and
ethical import in our lives both as an individual and as a part of society. Despite the plea for solidarity among
leaders and policymakers in the Global community, the contrasting approach of both known democratic and
prevalent authoritarian leaders of our times in addressing the crisis either revealed its success or its utter
failure. If examined from the milieu of the latter, the outbreak of COVID-19 unveiled the injustices of the global
political-economic order due to the exclusionary tactics it uses. This includes the clear rift between the
privileged and marginalized where the issues of healthcare systems raise the question “what did COVID-19
reveal about global health systems?” and the manner in which bodies are orchestrated to be subjects of
discipline. It is perhaps evident enough that we have witnessed how the exercise of power over life by the state
and its apparatuses has intensified in terms of governing subjects as an iota of the whole population. Such
control over the life of the species amidst the pandemic is not solely a biological concern intended to contain
the virus but is also a political question on how we are governed and contained in the confines of our social
spaces. This demands from us a normative insight that shall call into question the forms of domination that
have been normalized under the label of the “new normal”, or perhaps point out how much of what is revealed
has been with us or has been in the underbelly of our systems all along. This paper shall work on the premise
that the current pandemic demystified how the authoritarian tendencies of current populist leaders such as
Duterte govern via the paradox of strategic control without a political blueprint to sustain the life of the
population. 
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PRESENTER BIO:
Mr. Philip James S. Miñoza is the present College Secretary of the College of International Relations at the
Lyceum of the Philippines University in Intramuros, Manila where he teaches subjects related to Social &
Political Philosophy and Cultural Studies. He is currently taking his Doctorate degree at the University of Santo
Tomas Graduate School under the PhD. Program in Philosophy (2017 – Present) and an active member of
Philippine International Studies Organization (PhISO). His current concentrations include explorations of Michel
Foucault’s ouvre where he situates themes such as Biopolitics and its intersection on the Affects of
Spatialization in Global South realities. His other explorations involve research interests on Critical Theory and
Feeling and Philosophy of the City. 
 
Hadje Cresencio Sadje is an Associate Member of the SOAS Center for Palestine Studies, University of London,
UK. Mr. Sadje obtained his MA in Crosscultural Theology at the Protestant Theological University, The
Netherlands, and MA in Ecumenical Studies (specializing in Sociology of Religion) at the University of Bonn.
Currently, he is a visiting Ph.D. research fellow at the University of Vienna, Austria and a Ph.D. candidate at the
University of Hamburg Germany. In the world of practice, his notable works are in association with the
Philippine International Studies Organization (PhISO), Research Policy and Legal Services --- Bangsamoro,
Christian Peacemaker Team Greece, Caritas Brussels, and EAPPI-World Council of Churches (WCC). While in
academe, he teaches at the Barcelona Applied Social Sciences Spain and the Foundation Academy in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands.  

ABSTRACT (cont):
The thread of our discussion will follow four important points: first, as a springboard of the succeeding points,
it is set to discuss important aspects of Foucault’s concept of biopolitics to shed light on how current practices
of government resonate his genealogical description; second, developed out from the previous point is the
emphasis on how the current practice of governing subjects reveal not the supposed security of the population
but its divisive tactic to let a selected segment of the population be allowed to thrive while vulnerable
communities are left to die. Third, to describe how the obverse of Foucault’s biopolitics – i.e. ‘thanatopolitics’
which focuses on how “death” both as a physical and psychological violence is politically produced – unfold in
the context of the Philippine pandemic. And last, in challenging these practices of state of exception, what
political philosophy can offer in the response to the government that failed to promote, improve, and sustain
the social well-being of the general population. 

An assessment of social and economic responses of Thai government to Covid-19

Dr Nonarit Bisonyabut | Thailand Development Research Institute Foundation 
Nominated by: National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)

ABSTRACT:
This paper examines Thai government’s economic responses during the Covid-19 crisis in two dimensions. In
the macro level, government’s strategic policy responses have shifted its focus from massive policy stimuli to
massive vaccination, which is in line with the lessons from cross-country analyses. In the micro level, social and
economic responses are examined in greater details to showcase key valuable policy lessons on what’s worked
well, what hasn’t and what else should have been done. 

PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. Nonarit Bisonyabut is Senior Fellow and a Head of Macroeconomic Policy and Applied Economics Program
at Thailand Development Research Institute Foundation, Thailand. He received a Bachelor of Economics and a
Master of Economics from Chulalongkorn University (Thailand) and a Ph.D. in economics from the University of
Wisconsin- Madison (USA) in 2010.  He has served as a member of government’s supervisory committees
including the senate’s subcommittee, the senate’s advisor of the committee on monetary, finance, banking and
financial institutions, Office of the National Anti-Corruption’s subcommittee, The Securities and Exchange
Commission’s subcommittee, and Thai Health Promotion Foundation’s academic advisor. His research spans
many topics in applied mathematics, econometrics, and development economics in the areas of poverty,
inequality and economic growth. His primary interest is on the topics that involve Thailand’s social and
economic development. 
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Malaysia’s Response to The Covid-19 Pandemic: Will Malaysia Survive the Covid Crisis? 

Prof Mohd Hazim Shah and Dr Wan Puspa Melati | School of Languages, Civilisation, and Philosophy,
College of Arts and Sciences, Universiti Utara Malaysia in Sintok, Kedah; and Faculty of Social Sciences & Leisure
Management, Taylor’s University, Malaysia and Honorary Secretary of Malaysian Social Science Association
Nominated by: Malaysian Social Science Association (PSSM)

ABSTRACT:
The covid 19 pandemic which began around December 2019 in Wuhan, China was officially declared a
pandemic by WHO in March 2020.  Since then, it has spread to most countries in the world, and is still raging. 
 Malaysia has responded to the covid-19 pandemic swiftly, seeking to control the pandemic at the national
level, thus protecting its citizens.  In this paper, we will look at the some of the political, economic and health
responses taken by the Malaysian government in order to deal with the crisis. An assessment will be made on
the effectiveness of the economic and health responses, and its political implications.   
 
How did the covid 19 pandemic affect Malaysia politically, economically, and health-wise?  What were the
responses made by the Malaysian government to handle the crisis, and what were its effects?  Politically, it has
contributed to increasing the political instability already existing before the pandemic, after the break-up of the
Pakatan Harapan government under Tun Mahathir.  Economically, it has increased the nation’s debts, led to a
rise in unemployment, and reduced incomes, not to mention the contraction in GDP for 2020.  This paper will
argue that the covid pandemic has created a severe strain on Malaysia’s politics, economics, and the health
system, and how the handling of the covid crisis will affect Malaysia’s future as a nation.   

PRESENTER BIO:
Prof Mohd Hazim Shah holds a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies in Science from the University of
Manchester, a Master’s degree in Philosophy from the London School of Economics, and a PhD in the History
and Philosophy of Science from the University of Pittsburgh, USA. He is currently serving as a Professor in the
School of Languages, Civilisation, and Philosophy, College of Arts and Sciences, at the Universiti Utara Malaysia
in Sintok, Kedah, where he teaches philosophy courses under the Bachelor of Philosophy, Law and Business
program.  Prior to his retirement in 2015, he was a Professor of the History and Philosophy of Science at the
Department of Science and Technology Studies, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, where he was the Head of
Department from 2001 to 2007.  Upon retirement he served as a Senior Research Fellow in the same
department from May 2015 to May 2016.  He has also served as the Deputy Director of the International
Institute of Public Policy and Management, University of Malaya, from October 2017 to August 2018, before
joining the Universiti Utara Malaysia.  He was the President of the Malaysian Social Science Association from
2010 to 2014.  Prof Hazim has published widely in a number of local and international journals, as well as book
chapters and edited books. His areas of expertise cover the history and philosophy of science, the relationship
between science, religion, and culture, and comparative studies on science and philosophy in Islamic and
Western civilisations. He has been appointed as a member of the “Science and Islam Task Force”, which was
headed by the former secretary-general of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Professor Dr
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu in 2015/2016. He has also spent time as a Visiting Research Fellow at the University of
Melbourne, Australia in 1993, and at the Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of
Cambridge, in 2008.   
 
Wan Puspa Melati is a senior lecturer at Taylor’s University, Malaysia and the Honorary Secretary of Malaysian
Social Science Association. She holds a PhD in Sociology and Anthropology from International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM). She completed her MSc in Sociology from University of Oxford, UK (Oxford) and her BA in
Sociology and Psychology from University of San Francisco, US (USF). Identifying herself as a Clinical Sociologist
and passionate about the community, Wan Puspa Melati has worked with both local and international NGOs as
well as managed grassroots empowerment programmes for various target groups. This includes community
work with single mothers, children of low income households, abused women and children, juvenile
delinquents, transgendered individuals, senior citizens as well as Deaf community. She is also the regional
representative for International Sociological Association Research Committee for Clinical Sociology (RC-46). She
can be contacted at wanpuspamelati@gmail.com. 
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 WHO Approves? The WHO’s Credibility and China’s COVID-19 Vaccines 

Dr. Wen-Chin Wu | Institute of Political Science (IPSAS), Academia Sinica, Taipei
Nominated by: Academia Sinica, Taipei

ABSTRACT:
This paper aims to answer a general question of whether international organizations (IOs) are able to shape
public opinion in the context of current global campaign against COVID-19. As the COVID-19 pandemic has
spreaded all over the world since early 2020, countries across the globe are switching gear from prevention to
vaccination. Most countries have to not only secure enough supply, but also make efforts to curb vaccine
hesitancy among their citizens. Can the endorsement by an international organization like the World Health
Organization (WHO) enhance a vaccine’s social acceptability? Based on a survey experiment conducted in
Taiwan, our study leverages a special relationship between China and Taiwan to show that the WHO
endorsement as a treatment can even causally induce higher acceptability of the Chinese vaccines among
Taiwanese people. Moreover, the effect is also found to be contextual in the sense that it only works when
people’s trust in the WHO is higher than a vaccine’s country of origin. Our study not only contributes to the
literature of IO legitimacy by empirically showing IOs’ causal effects on public opinion, but also sheds light on
how a vaccine’s credibility can be enhanced to help countries reach herd immunity. 

PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. Wen-Chin Wu is an Associate Research Fellow of the Institute of Political Science at Academia Sinica (IPSAS),
Taiwan. His research focuses on comparative and international political economy, comparative
democratization and authoritarianism, media politics, and Chinese politics. He has published in
Democratization, International Studies Quarterly, Party Politics, Political Research Quarterly, among others. 
Dr. Wu received his B.A. from National Chengchi University, M.A. from National Chengchi University and
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, and Ph.D. from Michigan State University. Before joining the IPSAS, he was a
postdoctoral fellow of the Asian Barometer Survey co-hosted by the IPSAS and National Taiwan University.
During the 2019-20 academic year, he was a visiting scholar at the Harvard-Yenching Institute at Harvard
University. He can be reached at wenchinwu@sinica.edu.tw. 
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The impact of the government’s policy and attitude on society’s perception and action

toward the Covid-19 health protocol 

Rusli Cahyadi  | Human Ecology Department, Research Centre for Population, Indonesian Institute of Science
Nominated by: Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)

ABSTRACT:
Indonesia has tremendous potential in handling the COVID-19 pandemic. That is, due to the number of people
who has trust in the government. However, high trust does not materialize in efforts to deal with the spread of
COVID-19. Indonesia is one of the countries that has a very high level of spread. In contrast to the various
existing studies that link low levels of adherence in implementing health protocols with psychological or
demographic characteristics such as gender, age, and socioeconomic conditions, this paper argues that trust in
government plays an important role in understanding compliance levels. However, Indonesian government fail
to reap the potential because of failure in implementing a consistent and progressive policy related to COVID-
19. The article is developed based on literature review, survey on people’s perception on social aspect of the
pandemic as well as observations of social, cultural, and economic life through the writer's interaction as a
member of the community.  

PRESENTER BIO:
Rusli has been working as a researcher at the Human Ecology Department, Research Centre for Population,
Indonesian Institute of Science since 2000. He also works as a part time lecturer at Department of
Anthropology, University of Indonesia and Tourism Vocational Program at University of Indonesia since 1997 to
2015.  Rusli currently pursues research related to the impact of climate change, in addition to urban issues
primarily related to the urban poor, housing, and environmental conditions. His PhD thesis is titled: ‘Social
Justice and Planning Policy: The provision of sewerage infrastructure in Jakarta, Indonesia’. The thesis analyses
the contribution of urban planning to reproducing social injustice in Jakarta, using a sanitation project as case
study. 



Communicating Covid-19: Navigating Health Literacy in the Philippines 

Dr Elena E. Pernia | Vice President for Public Affairs, University of the Philippines System and Professor of
Communication, University of Philippines’ College of Mass Communication (UP-CMC)
Nominated by: Philippine Social Science Council (PSSC)

ABSTRACT:
Heeding the need to improve COVID-19 communication in the country, a group of social science researchers,
media and communication specialists from the University of the Philippines put together a project to develop a
research-based COVID-19 communication plan. Optimistic that community quarantine measures would be
temporary, we titled our project: “Communicating COVID-19 in a post-quarantine Philippines”. This project,
conceived during the early months of the COVID-19 public health crisis, sought to contextualize the pandemic-
infodemic situation in the Philippines. Specifically, the research component of the project (1) studied COVID-19
communication content of select news media outlets, and official institutional social media pages; and (2)
investigated the public’s COVID-19 literacy (i.e., cognitions about the virus and its transmission, expressions of
impact on daily life activities, sentiments or expressions of concern and optimism, attitudes about and trust in
COVID-19 responses, and trusted information sources). A main goal of the project was the development of a
research-based COVID-19 communication plan, based on the belief that communication is an effective tool to
build COVID-19 health literacy, instil healthy behaviours and practices, and thereby aid in the nation’s transition
to a new reality. Research revealed that, among others, a plethora of COVID-19-related information as covered
by the media and reflected by social media trends. But despite all the science- and evidenced-based
information available, COVID-19 literacy is low across sexes, age groups, and regions. Throughout the year of
pandemic-induced quarantine, the primary emotions conveyed by Filipinos online have been fear, anxiety, and
panic, but with considerable surges in sentiments of empathy as indicated by organizing and responding to
calls for donations. Current COVID-19 vaccination campaigns include catchy phrases, trendy styles, and lots of
statistics. Although the campaigns are getting some traction in terms of COVID-19 vaccine awareness, it
requires one more ingredient to nudge more Filipinos to reduce their vaccine hesitancy and make that desired
action of vaccination. There is a need to convert the COVID-19 vaccination campaign messages into narratives.
The resulting COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign revolves around the key message: “Dahil Mahal Ko Kayo,
Magpapabakuna Ako. (Because I/we love you, we will get vaccinated.” It is a feel-good campaign, that is
emotional but science-based, using Filipino values as anchor to reflect family love, family protection, and caring
for others. Filipino values — that reflect love, care, and responsibility for our family, and which extends to the
virtue of bayanihan — formed the framework of our message development. It is these core values that drive
the desired responses, that is for the priority groups to get vaccinated against COVID-19, to encourage others
to get vaccinated too, and to continue healthy behaviours after vaccination. 

PRESENTER BIO:
ELENA E. PERNIA, PH.D. has over thirty years of experience in communication/media education, research,
planning and evaluation. Her highly distinguished academic career focuses on building the capacity of
students, local governments, health professionals, and civil society organizations to design, implement, and
evaluate their own communication programs. An ardent believer in the importance of communicating correct
science, she has initiated and led various projects that seek to mainstream S&T into the public consciousness
and the nation’s development policy. Dr. Pernia is currently Vice President for Public Affairs of the University of
the Philippines System and Professor of Communication at the University of Philippines’ College of Mass
Communication (UP-CMC). From August 2015 to January 2019, she was Dean of the UP-CMC, a position she
also held from June 2006 to May 2009. Previously, Dr. Pernia served as Readers’ Advocate or News
Ombudsman at the Philippine Daily Inquirer (Inquirer Group of Companies). In mid 2016, she was appointed
Head of Promotions and Marketing of iUPTV. In November 2018, Dr. Pernia was appointed Commissioner for
communication and information of the UNESCO National Commission, representing the non-government
organizations. 
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Role of Religious Institutions and leaders during pandemic –implications on technology,

process and people during fight against Covid-19 

Dr H.S. Ashok | Centre for Education and Social Studies, Bangalore
Nominated by: Indian Council of Social Science Research, ICSSR

ABSTRACT:
The present paper critically analyses the role of religion and religious leaders especially during fight against
Covid-19. Religion serves as an aid to one’s emotional and spiritual needs by creating a moral and ethical
framework. The review of studies on the impact of religion on the people have examined the role of religion
either as a” cure” or as a “curse” depending on whether they are believers or non-believers. Studies relating to
those treating religion as a curse reiterate that (a) Dogmatic attitude and firm belief results in non-acceptance
of the reality (b) encourages Inter religious conflicts and (c) blind faith making people to non-observance of
healthy practices. On the other hand, studies that have observed religion as a cure have shown that during
pandemic religion (a) Enhances networking (b) Promotes altruistic behaviour and (c) brings people together
irrespective of class and cadre in the society. Globalization and liberation have bridged the gap between
nations resulting in multicultural societies that often ignite intercultural or inter religious conflicts. Hence in the
present situation it is necessary to find the common thread underlying all religion i.e., belief in a universal self
that governs the wellbeing of the entire humankind. This belief that is devoid of religious overtone has been
termed as spirituality. Thus, Spirituality can be alterative to religion-based practices to reduce the negative
impacts of religious system and belief especially during pandemic times.
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PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. H S Ashok is formerly Professor at Department of Psychology, Bangalore University & currently visiting
faculty at Centre for Education and Social Studies, Bangalore. He has involved in research projects in the area
of management and entrepreneurship. He is associated with assessment centres such as Karnataka Skill
Commission and Merittrac Services Pvt. Ltd. for development of psychometric tests. He involved in several
research projects sponsored by NASCOM, Department of Science and Technology. He served as resource
person for the projects undertaken by Karnataka Knowledge Commission. He also conducts training in human
dynamics and behavioural aspects of men at workplace for both public and private sector organizations. Dr.
Ashok associated with Assessment and Organizational Development programmes for both public and private
sector organizations. He has developed modules for MDP for the Education Department and Project Swasthya
Karnataka, Department of Health, Government of Karnataka. He also served as Member of Board of Studies,
Board of Examination of several Universities within and outside Karnataka. 

Determinants of Depressive Symptoms among Older People in times of Covid Pandemic 

Dr. Koustubh Kanti Ray | Professor of Finance at School of Management, KIIT
Nominated by: Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

ABSTRACT:
World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 as a pandemic on March 11, 2020 (WHO, 2020a). Several
countries in the world have taken strict measures like national lockdown, cordoning off the areas having risk of
community transmission to restrict the virus stretch during the first and subsequent waves. These
interventions and the devastating effect of the virus have caused confusion, anxiety and fear among people of
every generation. The apprehension and concerns in the society are affecting every individual to varied
extends and impacting global population in dramatic ways. During this stressful time, the older people in the
society face significant risk due to physiological and psychological changes that comes with ageing and
potential health conditions (WHO, 2020b). Under this background, this study attempted to examine the exact
causes of stress among the senior citizens during the period of pandemic. The study is conducted in a state
(Odisha) in India. The study results found that social isolation and covid fear factors are the significant
determinants in developing depressive symptom among older generation. The financial efficacy factors are
found to be insignificant and less impact on the depression level of the older people.
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PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. Koustubh Kanti Ray is currently a Professor of Finance at School of Management, KIIT Deemed to be
University, an Institute of Eminence awarded by MHRD, GoI.  In a career spanning more than a decade, he has
served in leading national level institutions in the country – Indian Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal;
Indian Institute of Management, Raipur, and Institute for Financial Management and Research, Chennai. Dr.
Ray has a passion for teaching and taught business valuation, financial engineering, merger & acquisition and
corporate finance at one or more of the above institutions. He regularly conducts management training
programs for corporate and government executives in finance and related subjects. His research interests are
mainly in the areas of corporate finance and financial markets. 

Digital Technology and the Impact of COVID- 19 on the Lower-Skilled Workforce in Sri Lanka 

Ms Nayana P. Amarawickrama | PhD candidate, Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of Colombo. Lecturer
(Freelance), MBA(SJP), B.Com(India)
Nominated by: National Science Foundation (NSF), Sri Lanka

ABSTRACT:
The outbreak of the COVID 19 pandemic had a significant impact on Sri Lanka's labor force, both in the public
and private sectors resulting economic vacuum in the country. The focus of this study is on the digital
technology adoption and its impact on lower-skilled workforce in the context of COVID 19. This study
investigated how digital technology adaptation has impacted on low-skilled workforce in the context of Covid-
19. The research objectives were to identify the nature of the low-skilled workforce and to identify the issues
and challenges in adapting digital technology on the low-skilled workforce in the context of Covid-19. Using
qualitative research methodology, a structured, in-person interview with 100 low-skilled workers from various
industries was conducted to identify the difficulties that arose when performing job tasks in the context of
COVID 19, and in-depth, in-person interviews with 20 executives from various industries were conducted to
identify challenges that arose when they received the service. To determine the economic status of the
country's low-skilled workforce, the central bank's report titled "Sri Lanka Socio Economic Data 2020" and a
joint publication of the Asian Development Bank and the International Labor Organization titled "Employment
Diagnostic Study." were referred. It was found in this study that there were three reasons for the workers'
unsatisfactory service both in the state and the private sectors. (1) reluctance to embrace digital technology
due to low level of education, (2) difficulty in affording technical tools due to a low-income level, and (3) failure
to create a digital technology platform at the national level for the promotion of their employment. Finally, the
study proposes improving the quality of secondary education inclusive of digital technology, with the
government assistance, introducing a loan program to assist low-skilled workers in purchasing technical tools,
and creating a platform that enables low-skilled workers to make their contribution through digital technology.

PRESENTER BIO:
Nayana Priyadarshani Amarawickrama, with over 10 years of experience in teaching all subjects of
management (specialized in Human Resources) and research methodology in public and private universities as
well as in higher education institutions. Workplace aggression and harassment, organizational culture and
learning, employee health and safety, career development, are among her research interests. 

Can Higher Education Institutions Cultivate Global Competences in the Era of COVID-19:

Comparative Study of Student Survey in Japan, USA, South Korea and Taiwan

Dr Reiko YAMADA | Professor of Faculty of Social Studies and Director of Center for Higher Education and
Student Research at Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan
Nominated by: Science Council of Japan (SCJ)

ABSTRACT:
This paper discusses whether university education aiming to provide students with global competence (GC),
which has been built on the premise of free movement between countries, can perform the same function in
the corona era as before. It will analyze an international comparative survey conducted in 2020, asking the
question of whether it is possible to acquire GC, which has been a core objective of education, through online 
learning after COVID-19. 
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ABSTRACT (cont.):
COVID-19 is spreading all over the world. As of June 2021, vaccination levels vary from country to country, and
the return to a situation centered on face-to-face university education is still uncertain. The impact of this
unprecedented corona pandemic on higher education is enormous. The social transformation of the corona
pandemic and post-corona is also one of the phenomena caused by globalization. Therefore, the spread of
COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the state of higher education around the world. Online education at
the higher education level has suddenly spread worldwide, providing various possibilities and suggestions as to
the form university education should take. This study considers the ideal state and direction of university
education with-corona and post-corona, from the perspective of the “new normal,” and the direction for
university education fostering GC and internationalization. It will explore the new normal and the possibilities
and challenges it brings in relation to the development of GC through an international student survey centered
on Japan, the US, South Korea, and Taiwan in 2020.  As a result, it was found that in Taiwan, many face-to-face
teachings were held and the acquisition of GC has not decreased so much, but in Japan, the United States, and
South Korea, where there were many online teachings, the acquisition of GC has decreased since COVID-19.

PRESENTER BIO:
Reiko YAMADA Ph.D. is a Professor of Faculty of Social Studies and Director of Center for Higher Education and
Student Research at Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan. She is a former dean of Faculty of Social Studies. She
received M.A. and Ph.D. from University of California, Los Angeles, School of Education, Social Sciences and
Comparative Education. She is the president of Japan Association for College and University Education. She is
the member of Science Council of Japan. She is a member of National University Corporation Evaluation
Committee. She served as the committee of the Central Education Council in Japan. She was the first president
of Japanese Association of the First-year Experience. 

Social Capital and Resilience: Changing Pattern of Migration in Coping with Covid-19

Pandemic

Dr Nguyen Thi Le | Institute of Human Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS)
Nominated by: VASS

ABSTRACT:
Crossing borders to work and earn money in China had been the main activity of the Hmong people in
northern Vietnam. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic that happened in 2019, they have been not able to pursue
this livelihood. Based on ethnography research in Dong Van plateau (Ha Giang province) where the Hmong
people account for 86%, this paper explores how local people coping with this new situation and figure out the
role that local forms of social capital play in enhancing resilience. It shows how social capital and
connectedness not only enhance resilience but how communities create and sustain them by changing
patterns of migration and diversify their livelihood. From the research evidence, this paper recommends
individuals, communities, and government institutions can work to strengthen and expand the social networks,
resilience, and livelihoods of Hmong people in Northern Vietnam.

PRESENTER BIO:
Nguyen Thi Le – Ph.D. in Area Studies in Kyoto, Japan, currently works as a researcher at the Institute of Human
Studies (VASS). She participated in academic research and developmental projects on human development,
human rights, human security, food security and health. She is especially interested in investigating the
interactions between the state and local people via the development policies and programs, the impacts of the
government interventions on local communities, and the reaction and strategies of such people in coping with
the intervention.

How the First Wave of COVID-19 Pandemic Affect Indonesia’s Household in Response to Food

Security and Poverty

Purwanto PhD | Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI)
Nominated by: Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI)
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ABSTRACT:
Restrictions on close contact and direct interaction between people during the COVID-19 pandemic have
disrupted almost all sectors, especially in the food supply chain, causing lagged of product delivery from
producers to consumers. As a result, the pandemic has the potential to raise households’ food insecurity and
severely affects mainly those groups living below the poverty lines. This study aims to describe the extent to
which the early phase of pandemic affected socio-demographic figures in Indonesia’s households in response
to maintaining their food intake as coping strategies towards sustained food security, and its effects on
poverty. Using an online survey for over 1,400 respondents during the period September-October 2020, this
study measures food security in Indonesia based on the US Department of Agriculture household food security
index. The logit model is applied to measure the effect of the pandemic on household food security and
poverty. This study estimated that there were 12.44% of households living with food insecurity, 23.75% were in
food insecure without hunger and 63.81% were food secured. Social assistance programs played a role in
maintaining communities’ purchasing power to prevent exacerbated impact on poverty. In addition, several
adaptations are implemented by the households to keep their food intake, mainly selling assets, withdrawing
savings, and owing money from relatives. The status of formal workers, education, number of household
members, household expenses, access to food, and food strategy had significant effects on household food
security. The pandemic also led to deprivation, especially for those living in cities with low education and work
in the informal sector.

PRESENTER BIO:
Purwanto, (Bachelor in Economics, Unsoed, Indonesia) (M.Econ.St., PhD., UQ, Australia) has conducted some
research activities on rural development issues, including food security and poverty reduction in Indonesia in
2009 - 2011 and social laboratory project in developing rural area of Klapanunggal, Bogor, Indonesia in 2012-
2014. He continued his study for research higher degree in 2015 and awarded PhD in 2020 from the School of
Agriculture and Food Sciences, The University of Queensland, with the Thesis “The role of infrastructure in
improving local economy and rural household income: A study in rural development in Indonesia”.  He
continues to conduct research on rural development as the research coordinator of National Research Priority
grant in 2020 with the topic “Actualizing Concept and Model of Community-based Rural Development Toward
Rural Self-Sufficiency Program in Indonesia” as a 5 (five) years research program, 2020 - 2024. In 2020, during
the first wave of the COVID-19 outbreaks, he also led the team for a rapid survey in household food security
and their coping strategy to fulfill their food during pandemic. He is also the editor of book, Actualizing Concept
and Model for Community Based Rural Development (2021, forthcoming, Airlangga University Press). These
activities are shaping his analytical skills and knowledge to understand the governance and socio-economic
changes of rural development in some different areas within Indonesia.

Social science in pandemics: lessons learned from past and some ideas for present

Dr Payam Roshanfekr and Elnaz Fatemi | Assistant Professor in Social Welfare Management Research
Center, University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, Tehran, Iran, Member of the Board of
Directors, Iranian Sociological Association (ISA)
Nominated by: Iranian Sociological Association (ISA)

ABSTRACT:
In 2020 the world sat in awe as apocalyptic scenes caused by an unknown virus unfolded before its eyes. As the
health systems all over the globe crashed one by one, the staff had to make the heart-breaking decision of
allocating scarce resources to those with a higher chance of survival. Meanwhile the almighty scientific
community was in shambles. New remedies and precautionary procedures were introduced every day, yet
neither seemed effective in the face of new waves of epidemic that kept coming. And to top it off, the pandemic
started affecting other segments of social life raising unemployment, food insecurity, mental disorders,
educational inequality, racial and intergroup conflicts, and gender-based violence just to name a few. Yet, that
was not the end of the story. The virus spread to the other parts of the world faster than expected.
Globalization which boasted of facilitating the movement of goods, capital and people was unable to contain a
microorganism within national borders.
Although now that these lines are being written, with the advent of various vaccines, hopes for pandemic
control have increased. Still it is too early to celebrate returning back to “normal”. 
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ABSTRACT (cont.):
Even if the spread of disease is controlled, the economic and social problems will haunt us for years to come. If
anything, Covid-19 targeted the gaps in our societies and their governance which we were blissfully ignoring.
It has shown us that whether we live in Global North or Global South in Asia or other part of world in the face of
a global crisis we are all vulnerable and unless we learn to collaborate in the face of larger threats namely
climate change and international financial crisis we are bound to fail.
In this review study, based on Michael Burawoy(2005) framework of four types of professional, policy[making],
public and critical sociology we provide evidence of the conceptual possibilities of the role of social science in
various pandemics in the world (typhus, AIDS, tuberculosis, Influenza, Ebola, Spanish flu, Zika and COVID-19)

PRESENTER BIO:
Payam Roshanfekr is Assistant Professor of Social Determinant of Health (SDH) and a member of the social
welfare management research Center at the University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences (USWRs)
in Tehran, Iran. Payam’s research field is in Social Sciences, health equity and Social Policy. 
Recent Publications in English include chapter titled Start with the World and Continue in Isolation: The Pasteur
and Razi Institutes’ Vaccine Legacy in Iran in Immunization and States: The Politics of Making Vaccines Edited By
Stuart Blume, Baptiste Baylac-Paouly (2021, Routledge) ; and in Farsi include Social development: Global
Perspective & Iran Situation (2014,TU). 
He is also a member of board of sociology of health and medicine scientific group in Iranian sociological
Association (ISA) and has been a member of the association’s board since 2017. 
Elnaz Fatemi holds a masters degree in anthropology from the university of Tehran and another master’s
degree in Erasmus Mundus Human Rights, Policy, and Practice from the universities of Gothenburg, Deusto,
and Gothenburg. She has previously collaborated as an author with specialized journals including “Karbordi
Sazi-e Olum Ensani” (Applied Humanities), Tehran (Iran). 
Elnaz specializes in the systemic inequality and exclusion of disenfranchised groups particularly women from
policy making process. Currently she works as a freelance researcher in the field of medical anthropology,
maternal and reproductive health and gender equality.

Social inequality within the research system in responding COVID-19 in Southeast Asia

Dr. Inaya Rahmani and Dr. Panji Anugrah Permana | Asia Research Center, Universitas Indonesia, in
partnership with the Global Development Network (and with support from Canada’s International
Development Research Centre)

ABSTRACT:
The global pandemic has affected countries all over the world in unprecedented ways. Across Southeast Asia,
policy responses towards COVID-19 have resulted in varying degrees of successes in containing the spread. It is
a more pressing time for social scientists to interpret and explain the aspects that enable and hinder policy
responsiveness. While the pandemic is clearly a multi-dimensional crisis, attention (funding and resources) is
instead predominantly given to life and medical sciences. We find, by studying the inclusion and exclusion of
social sciences in COVID-19 policy-making, that social inequalities are being reproduced through privileged
researches that promise generalisations and modelling, at the expense of minority groups whose social worlds
can only be properly understood through research with deep engagement. By taking the case of understudied
Southeast Asia, based on collaborative research between academics from 11 countries* that results from a
partnership between the Global Development Network and the Asia Research Centre (Universitas Indonesia) in
2021, we explain the interaction between social scientists and their surroundings--including policy makers and
communities--in responding to the pandemic. This interaction informs us of multi-layered inequalities between
“hard” and “soft” sciences, as well as the dearth of critical, immersive research; which in turn further
marginalises vulnerable groups from policy debates. It ends with reflections on the role of social sciences and
how academics from the Global South can better understand their social position in an increasingly connected
but isolated world distorted by various forms of social inequalities. It proposes that mainstreaming social
sciences to the centre of discussions is crucial to, at the very least, unpack inequalities, and, at the very best,
restrain the worsening of inequalities during post-pandemic recovery.
* Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, The Philippines, Timor
Leste, Vietnam.
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PRESENTER BIO:
Dr. Inaya Rahmani is the Inaugural Director of the Asia Research Center at Faculty of Social and Political
Science, Universitas Indonesia and the deputy director (Science and Education working group) of the
Indonesian Young Academy of Sciences (ALMI). Her academic interest is grounded on the concern regarding
how culture can hinder and enable the redistribution of wealth and access to many. She is the author of
“Mainstreaming Islam in Indonesia” published by Palgrave MacMillan, and articles in the Journal of
Contemporary Asia, Trans-Regional and -National Studies of Southeast Asia, International Communication
Gazette as well as book chapters published by Springer International and Palgrave MacMillan.
Dr. Panji Anugrah Permana is a Lecturer at the Department of Political Science Universitas Indonesia. He is a
research fellow at the Asia Research Center, Universitas Indonesia. His research interests are Indonesian
politics, democracy and democratization studies, local politics, and research methods in political science.

Modelling and its Discontents: The Value of Complementary Knowledge in a Pandemic

Professor Fleur Johns FASSA | Professor, Faculty of Law & Justice, UNSW Sydney; Visiting Professor, University
of Gothenburg
Nominated by: The Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia (ASSA)

ABSTRACT:
Axiomatic, everywhere, to experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic are models: models for prediction, models
for understanding, models for story-telling and policy-making. Struggles over the interlocking global crises that
the pandemic has provoked—and what to do about them— translate, in many places, into struggles over the
parsimonious representation of that which exceeds observation. Which, then, are the models wielding greatest
authority in the COVID-19 pandemic? Where lie their centres and peripheries? With what or whom are they
most concerned and to what or whom are they inattentive or indifferent? To take account of the world-making
and -remaking ramifications of COVID-19, we must register and read closely how it is being modelled.
Complementary and cross-cutting knowledge forms, including non-modelled knowledge generated by social
scientists, are essential to that task.

PRESENTER BIO:
Fleur Johns is Professor in the Faculty of Law & Justice at UNSW Sydney working in international law, legal
theory and law and technology. She is also an Australian Research Council Future Fellow and, in 2021-2022, a
Visiting Professor at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden. She has published four books and has a
forthcoming monograph under contract with Oxford University Press entitled #Help: The Digital
Transformation of Humanitarianism and the Future of Global Order. 
Fleur has held visiting appointments in Europe, the UK, the US and Canada and currently serves on the editorial
board of the American Journal of International Law and the journal Technology and Regulation as well as being
an Advisory Editor for the London Review of International Law and the Australian Feminist Law Journal and a
member of the Editorial Committee for the Routledge Book Series: Politics of Transnational Law. Fleur is a
graduate of Melbourne University (BA, LLB(Hons)) and Harvard University (LLM, SJD; Menzies Scholar; Laylin
Prize). Prior to entering academia, Fleur practised corporate law in New York, specialising in international
project finance in Latin America; she remains admitted to practice at the New York Bar. Fleur is a Fellow of the
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia. Within UNSW she is affiliated with the Allens Hub for Technology,
Law and Innovation and is an associate of the Australian Human Rights Institute.


