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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Social Science Funding and Collaboration in the Indo-Pacific: Regional Summit (the
Summit), held in Bangkok, Thailand from 9–10 May 2024, brought together over 90 leading
experts, researchers and policymakers from across the Asia-Pacific for a future-focused
discussion about promoting collaboration, increasing investment and targeting resources to
boost social science research capacity and enhance research impact. The Summit aimed to
foster regional cooperation and robust partnerships, and address funding and innovation
challenges by providing a platform for sharing best practices and exploring new opportunities
for collaboration. This significant event was hosted by the Association of Asian Social Science
Research Councils (AASSREC) and the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT), in
partnership with the Global Development Network (GDN) and UNESCO, with financial support
from the International Development Research Centre (IDRC).

Participants engaged in discussions on key topics such as research system performance,
innovation and translation, ethics and AI in research, and funding challenges. By creating a
robust regional network of social science researchers, the Summit sought to enhance the role of
social sciences in improving lives across the Indo-Pacific through collaborative, innovative and
impactful research.

Participants discussed the tools and knowledge needed to effectively fund social science
research in Asia, and the integration of evidence and data on the sector in decision-making
processes related to funding research itself. Participants called for a concerted effort to
address the lack of evidence on national research systems, their features, their diverse
trajectories and the specificities of their interactions with policy in Asia, with the goal of
creating a more equitable and impactful research environment.

Central to the discussions was the imperative of maximising research impact through strategic
collaboration. Stakeholders underscored the importance of clear funding guidelines, flexible
funding models, capacity-building programmes and interdisciplinary and inclusive approaches
to ensure equitable representation in evaluation criteria and funding allocation. Multi-
stakeholder engagement emerged as a critical strategy for tailoring research to community
needs, emphasising the necessity of transparent evaluation processes and increased funding
duration. 
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The ethical and practical implications of artificial intelligence (AI) in research were a prominent
theme. Speakers highlighted the need for digital literacy, AI knowledge and ethical frameworks
to ensure responsible use of AI in research. Recommendations included improving existing
ethical review systems, training AI using diverse datasets and considering data governance and
community ownership. This focus on ethics and AI reflects the changing nature and focus of
funding social sciences in Asia, ensuring that technological advancements are harnessed
responsibly.

The Summit highlighted the synergies between the components of AASSREC’s Boosting Social
Sciences in the Indo-Pacific programme, UNESCO’s Recommendation on Science and Scientific
Researchers (RS|SR) and UNESCO’s Management of Social Transformations (MOST) programme.
Discussions emphasised the importance of aligning research agendas with UNESCO global
priorities, leveraging UNESCO’s existing platforms and networks to disseminate research
findings, and ensuring UNESCO member states include GDN’s Doing Research Assessment (DRA)
findings and recommendations in their statutory report on RS|SR. Building on these discussions,
participants identified the priority social science research themes that AASSREC’s Boosting
Social Sciences and their Contribution to Better Lives across the Indo-Pacific programme will
deploy through research grants, policy papers, and other activities. These themes include
advancing gender equality, sustainability and climate change, state and social transformations,
Indigenous knowledge systems and intergenerational inequality. 

The Summit marked a pivotal moment for social science research in the region, aiming to build
stronger, more resilient research systems and foster a community of practice dedicated to
addressing societal challenges through collaborative efforts.
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Over 90 leading experts, researchers and policymakers from across the Asia-Pacific 
gathered for the Summit



AASSREC is an organisation of national social science research councils, academies and
institutes committed to the promotion of regional cooperation in the field of social sciences
among Asia-Pacific countries.

Set up in 1973 to help promote the social sciences in the region and to create an Asian identity
for the social sciences, AASSREC's core objectives include facilitating collaborative research
among scholars in the region, exchanging scholarly publications and information and organising
exchange visits for researchers and scholars from its member countries. AASSREC’s activities
are diverse, encompassing biennial general conferences, collaborative research programmes
addressing shared regional issues and assessments of trends in social science research and
education.

The Indo-Pacific is home to 60 per cent of the world’s population and a growing percentage of
global economic activity. It has the greatest linguistic, political and religious diversity on Earth
and two-thirds of the world’s Indigenous peoples, and it faces significant social challenges
relating to climate change, security, migration, health, rights and equality.

With rapidly developing regional economies and increasing integration into global knowledge
networks, the Indo-Pacific has seen significant growth over the past two decades in research
and development activity. Thousands of new and expanded research centres and institutions
have been developed or re-formed around national priorities, and tens of thousands of new
publication outlets have been created to share scholarly work. However, development of social
science research systems has been marginal in this process and has lacked uniformity and
coordination across the region.

The Summit brought together key social science stakeholders—researchers, research funders,
research councils and policymakers—for a future-focused discussion about promoting
collaboration, increasing investment and targeting resources to boost social science research
capacity and enhance research impact. 
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BACKGROUND

The Association of Asian Social Science Research Councils (AASSREC)

Summit Intent

[1] https://www.unesco.org/reports/science/2021/en 

[2] Open Access Publishing in Asian Countries: Trends and Policy Perspectives | Frontiers Research Topic (frontiersin.org)
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The meeting was co-hosted by AASSREC and the NRCT and focused on three key themes:

1. Identifying opportunities for bilateral and multilateral collaboration and funding calls,
including discussion of innovation in programme design, and shared research assessment,
funding and impact evaluation challenges.

2. Discussing opportunities to leverage social science research funding and expertise to achieve
better outcomes through policy engagement and research translation.

3. Determining priorities for AASSREC’s new Indo-Pacific social science funding programme.
The Summit was convened by AASSREC through its Boosting Social Sciences and their
Contribution to Better Lives across the Indo-Pacific programme, in partnership with UNESCO
and the GDN, and supported by the IDRC. The Summit featured keynote speakers, workshops,
panel sessions, a networking dinner and opportunities for participants to share experiences and
best practices. The event saw participation from over 90 representatives from more than 20
countries, including senior representatives from research funding bodies, regional research
organisations, social science academies and councils, and policymakers interested in utilising
evidence to inform public policy.
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MODERATORS AND PANELLISTS

Dr Nicole Arbour, Executive Director,
Belmont Forum

Ms Chintia Asmilia Sari, Senior Programme
Manager, Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Jakarta

Dr Angie Bexley, Head of Technical Delivery
Partnerships and GEDSI, KONEKSI

Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary-General,
AASSREC

 
Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy, Regional
Advisor for the Social and Human Sciences,
UNESCO Office, Bangkok

 
Professor Sity Daud, President, Malaysian
Social Science Association

 
Dr Mathieu Denis, Senior Director, Head of
the Centre for Science Futures, International
Science Council

Dr Thittaporn Ganokratanaa, NRCT and
King Mongkut’s University of Technology

 
Dr Chris Hatherly, CEO, Academy of the
Social Sciences in Australia (the Academy)

 
Professor Agus Haryono, President of IRIF/
Deputy Chairman for Research and
Innovation Facilitation, National Research
and Innovation Agency (BRIN)

Professor Siri Hettige, Chairman of Social
Science Research Committee, National
Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

 
Ms Sattakamol Kiatipanich, Director of the
Division of Research and Innovation Funding
Management, NRCT

 
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MODERATOR AND PANELLISTS

Ms Dilushi Munasinghe, Scientific Officer,
National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

Ms Siritham Na Ranong, Expert on Research
Systems, NRCT

Mr Francesco Obino, Director of
Programmes, GDN

Dr Lourdes Portus, Executive Director,
Philippine Social Science Council (PSSC)

Dr Inaya Rakhmani, Director, Asia Research
Centre, Universitas Indonesia

Dr Bhavani Rao, UNESCO Chair on Women’s
Empowerment and Gender Equality, Amrita
University, India

Dr Shamika Ravi, Member of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister and
Secretary to the Government of India

Mr Edgard Rodriguez, Senior Programme
Specialist, Democratic and Inclusive
Governance Myanmar, IDRC

Professor Dhananjay Singh, AASSREC
President and Member Secretary, Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

Mr Sompratana Suktawee, Deputy Executive
Director, NRCT

Dr Peter Sy, Assistant Vice President for
Digital Transformation, University of the
Philippines and Consultant, PSSC

Dr Matthew Wallace, Senior Programme
Specialist, IDRC

Dr Eren Zink, Senior Research Advisor,
Embassy of Sweden, Bangkok



Professor Dhananjay Singh, AASSREC President and ICSSR Member Secretary

Mr Sompratana Suktawee, Deputy Executive Director, NRCT 

Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy, Regional Advisor for the Social and Human Sciences, UNESCO 

Dr Matthew Wallace, Senior Programme Specialist, IDRC 

Ms Michelle Bruce, Secretary-General, AASSREC
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PROCEEDINGS

SPEAKERS: 

Welcome Address and Introductory Remarks

The welcome address by AASSREC President Professor Singh underscored the significant role of
research associations across the Indo-Pacific and the critical importance of the social sciences.
He highlighted the vastness of the Indo-Pacific region, characterised by diverse topography,
cultures, and languages, and emphasised its substantial geopolitical relevance.
 
A central theme of the address was the pressing need for social scientists to collaborate and
enhance research systems. It was acknowledged that social sciences are marginalised globally,
with insufficient research funding being a pervasive issue. The necessity to increase financial
support for social science projects was a key point, as it was noted that major projects in
countries like India receive minimal funding, which is inadequate for substantial progress. 

Professor Singh highlighted the richness of the Indo-Pacific in cultural diversity and economic
trade, and stressed that success in these areas is unattainable without robust social science
research, which is essential for the societal ecosystem. Mr Suktawee of the NRCT elaborated on
this, stating that the NRCT is dedicated to fostering impactful research and integrating
academic economics with policy dimensions to promote holistic development. He expressed
gratitude to AASSREC, GDN, UNESCO and IDRC for their support, which fuels social science
research and innovation, contributing to the progress of the Indo-Pacific region.
 
Mr Chanthalangsy, Regional Advisor for Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO, articulated the
necessity of understanding and navigating our surroundings creatively. He noted that member
states have revised guidelines to re-position the social sciences, particularly in an era marked by
conflict, post-truth, disinformation and misinformation. Mr Chanthalangsy highlighted the need
for social sciences to critically understand these phenomena with empathy and to bolster our
intellectual resilience to adapt to contemporary challenges.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PROCEEDINGS
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Dr Wallace from the IDRC expressed enthusiasm for the collaboration with AASSREC on the
social science programme, recognising the under-representation of social sciences. He views
social science researchers as agents of change and hoped that this Summit would be
remembered as a watershed moment in advancing social science research.
 
The opening session concluded with Ms Michelle Bruce providing an overview of AASSREC and
the Boosting Social Sciences and their Contribution to Better Lives across the Indo-Pacific
programme. The programme aims to enhance social science research capacity, promote
regional collaboration and address societal challenges through a comprehensive and inclusive
approach. The programme has a particular focus on women, early and mid-career social
scientists and researchers from minority groups and developing countries. The programme will
map and understand the current state of, and opportunities for, social science, support high-
priority research through strategic grants and researcher mentoring activities, and connect and
empower social science organisations, councils and funders to collaborate and engage with
policymakers. This, Ms Bruce emphasised, is essential for enhancing research impact and
improving lives across the Indo-Pacific.

In summary, the welcome address and introductory remarks at the Summit set a compelling
agenda for advancing social science research in the Indo-Pacific, highlighting the need for
collaboration, increased funding and a holistic, empathetic approach to contemporary global
challenges.
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Mr Edgard Rodriguez

https://aassrec.org/boosting-social-sciences/


Dr Inaya Rakhmani, Director, Asia Research Centre, Universitas Indonesia

Professor Dhananjay Singh, Member Secretary, ICSSR and AASSREC President 

Mr Edgard Rodriguez, Senior Programme Specialist, Democratic and Inclusive
Governance Myanmar, IDRC 

Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy, Regional Advisor for the Social and Human Sciences,
UNESCO Office, Bangkok
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PANEL SESSION 1: 
KNOWING SOCIAL SCIENCES: 
CAN EVIDENCE MAKE ASIA’S RESEARCH SYSTEMS
MORE PERFORMING AND MORE RESILIENT? 

SPEAKERS: 

Chair: Mr Francesco Obino, Director and Senior Fellow, Research and Programs, GDN

The first panel session of the Summit debated the tools and knowledge needed to effectively
fund social science research in Asia, and the integration of evidence and data on the sector in
decision-making processes related to funding research itself. 

Mr Obino outlined the intrinsic link between funding social sciences and studying social sciences
as a sector in its own right, systematically looking at researchers' careers, methodologies and
working conditions. He presented the Doing Research global initiative by the GDN as a platform
for studying the sector and as a catalyst for enhancing the impact and resilience of social
science research systems.

Dr Rakhmani discussed her team's success in securing a GDN Doing Research project to assess
the environment for social science research in Indonesia. She highlighted the impact the study
had on the visibility of marginalisation of national languages in Indonesia, and the structural
challenges facing social sciences that aim to promote justice and gender equality in a highly
politicised research funding system. She noted the frictions between marketable and
fundamental research, including critical social science approaches, and the impact of national
policies on research funding and career progression on academic freedom. She pointed out
biases in funding based on research methodologies adopted and advocated for safe spaces for
researchers' and funders' agendas to enter into dialogue.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
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Professor Singh underscored the indispensability of gathering and analysing evidence on the
national research system itself for funding research impactfully at the level of a country. He
discussed the need for decolonising research methodologies, particularly in addressing
language barriers and including vulnerable tribal groups, and how strategies to counter the
exclusion of more marginal research communities must be based on a clear understanding of
what drives their marginality. He emphasised ICSSR's role in shaping social science research in
India and highlighted the importance of research outcomes for public debate and policy.

Mr Rodriguez discussed the motivations of funders, particularly in Myanmar. He noted the severe
lack of funding for social sciences and the critical role international funding plays in Myanmar.
He highlighted how the reliance on international funding comes with a process of external
validation and narrative-building for audiences outside the country, which affect research
agendas, the visibility of research and public access to it.

Mr Chanthalangsy focused on the interface between research and policymaking. He explained
UNESCO's role in diversifying social science research and the importance of presenting diverse
evidence formats, beyond the ‘qualitative vs quantitative’ debate. The motivations of funders,
especially in underfunded regions, were discussed, and the panel advocated for more
comprehensive data and knowledge to illuminate funding dynamics across borders. 

The importance of engaging decision-makers with compelling narratives was underscored, with
continual advocacy necessary to demonstrate research impact. The discussions highlighted the
critical need for collective efforts, the decolonisation of research practices and the pivotal role
of funders in supporting (or resisting) these trends and shaping research agendas. 

Overall, the session called for a concerted effort to address the lack of evidence on national
research systems, their features, their diverse trajectories and the specificities of their
interactions with policy in Asia, intending to create a more equitable and impactful research
environment.
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L to R: Panel Session 1 with Mr Francesco Obino, Professor Dhananjay Singh,
Dr Inaya Rakhmani, Mr Edgard Rodriguez and Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy

Professor Dhananjay Singh



Ms Sattakamol Kiatipanich, Director of the Division of Research and Innovation Funding
Management, NRCT

Ms Chintia Asmilia Sari, Senior Programme Manager, Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Jakarta 

Dr Angie Bexley, Head of Technical Delivery Partnerships and GEDSI, KONEKSI 

Ms Dilushi Munasinghe, Scientific Officer, National Science Foundation (NSF), Sri Lanka
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SPEAKERS: 

Chair: Dr Chris Hatherly, CEO, Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia

The second panel session at the Bangkok Summit focused on initiatives to foster innovation,
maximise impact and facilitate the translation of research findings into actionable insights and
policy interventions. Panellists delved into the intricacies of establishing a national science
research and innovation plan in Thailand, the importance of aligning research with policy and
engaging stakeholders to maximise impact. Speakers highlighted the critical role of
partnerships, gender equity and social inclusion in research and development, drawing attention
to successful initiatives like the Australia-Indonesia Knowledge Partnership Platform KONEKSI. A
key focus was on balancing funding between basic and applied research to sustain a
harmonious development trajectory. 

Ms Kiatipanich detailed the reforms in Thailand's research and innovation system initiated in
2019, which led to the creation of a new ministry and three distinct organisational categories.
She underscored Thailand's goal to integrate policymaking with the needs of users and
stakeholders through scientific research and innovation. Furthermore, she highlighted Thailand's
commitment to advancing humanities, social sciences and liberal arts to enhance cultural value.
The Thailand Research and Innovation Utilisation Promotion (TRIUP) Act was introduced in 2021,
allowing public grant recipients to retain ownership of inventions made with government
funding, thereby expediting the research utilisation and commercialisation process. In addition,
Ms Kiatipanich provided an overview of the Thai National Research Repository (TNRR) and the
National Research and Innovation Information System (NRIIS) which facilitate dissemination and
research collaboration, linking policymakers, funders, researchers and users to drive Thailand’s
research and innovation forward.

PANEL SESSION 2:
INNOVATION, IMPACT AND TRANSLATION 

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 2



12

Ms Sari provided an overview of KONEKSI, a collaborative initiative between Indonesia and
Australia focused on science, research and innovation. The five-year programme, with up to 
$50 million in funding, aims to foster sustainable and inclusive development in Indonesia through
strong partnerships. Key initiatives include collaborative research grants, technical assistance,
knowledge management and networking to address global challenges. 

KONEKSI emphasises multidisciplinary approaches and prioritises gender equality, disability and
social inclusion (GEDSI) by integrating these aspects into all projects. Additionally, KONEKSI
promotes locally-led change and the involvement of diverse stakeholders, including universities,
private sectors and government agencies. The goal is to build a robust research community
between the two countries and ensure impactful, transparent and accountable research
outcomes.

Dr Bexley provided an overview of the successful implementation of the KONEKSI pilot round in
Indonesia, which involved a substantial $11.8 million investment in climate change projects. She
demonstrated the programme's innovative approaches to grant guidelines, objectives and
impact measurement, stressing the importance of partnerships and transdisciplinary
collaboration. Dr Bexley highlighted the dominance of social scientists in this initiative and the
success of projects driven by Indonesian partners, with a focus on GEDSI. She discussed
KONEKSI’s efforts to balance capacity building and impact, providing resources and support to
grantees, including building on the understanding and practice of partnerships, GEDSI, research
methods, peer review, media training and mentoring. She also elaborated on how the
programme fosters inclusive knowledge production and stressed the importance of lived
experience in policy and technological innovation. The presentation concluded with an
acknowledgment of the diverse impacts and influence of the programme, particularly in
fostering partnerships and supporting local-level evidence generation. 

Ms Munasinghe presented on the National Science Foundation (NSF) of Sri Lanka's initiatives in
innovation, impact and translation. As a premier funding organisation for both natural and social
sciences, NSF emphasises bilateral partnerships, notably with China and Pakistan, to leverage
foreign expertise, enhance research quality and address global issues. Despite financial
challenges, NSF balances basic and applied research and integrates non-academic
stakeholders in projects to ensure relevance and impact. The foundation's gender equity
initiatives have identified disparities, particularly in technology grants, leading to programmes
aimed at increasing women's participation in engineering and technology. The NSF employs
stringent monitoring and evaluation procedures to ensure research impact and promotes open
access to research data through platforms like the Sri Lanka Journal Online and the NSF
Repository. Additionally, NSF supports capacity building through travel grants, infrastructure
development and recognition awards, aligning with national research priorities identified in
biennial conferences.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 2
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WORKSHOP SUMMARY: 
INNOVATION, IMPACT AND TRANSLATION

The workshop’s discussion focused on four key areas: balancing researcher-led versus
priority-driven research, supporting research impact, promoting equity and inclusion and
evaluating research impact. The following were the outcome of the same: 

The consensus among participants was the necessity for a balanced approach to funding both
exploratory and mission-driven research. Strategies included mixed method approaches for
both government and donor agencies, transparent decision-making processes and the
involvement of diverse stakeholders such as academic researchers, think tanks and grassroots
organisations. 

Specific recommendations were made for multi-stakeholder design of funding calls, where
researchers participate in shaping the calls. Funding should be allocated to top-down mission-
driven projects aligned with national priorities or SDGs, researcher-driven proposals from
universities and bottom-up initiatives driven by local knowledge and needs assessments by
NGOs. Long-term funding commitments and flexible, adaptive evaluation designs were
underlined to support sustainable research impacts.

To support research impact, it was recommended that donors facilitate conversations and
practices that incorporate impact assessment from the outset. This includes engaging
stakeholders, such as research participants, community members and policymakers, in the
evaluation process. 

Participatory impact assessments and the co-production of knowledge were highlighted as
effective methods. The theory of change and showcasing good practices were suggested to
demonstrate policy impact. Donors were encouraged to create platforms for sharing best
practices and to ensure clear guidelines for impact measurement.

BALANCING RESEARCHER-LED AND PRIORITY-DRIVEN RESEARCH

SUPPORTING RESEARCH IMPACT

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 2
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Equity and inclusion in research funding were identified as critical for ensuring research quality
and excellence. Participants proposed capacity-building grants, training programmes and
mentoring diverse talent. It was suggested that funding organisations should allocate specific
proportions of grants to women-led proposals and ensure mandatory inclusion of GEDSI
components. Representation of marginalised groups in decision-making bodies and third-party
evaluations using established metrics were also recommended. Strategies to promote inclusivity
included addressing basic problems of diversity, fostering collaborations and involving
stakeholders in the process and impact measurement.

Evaluating research impact requires a balance between impact assessment and research
excellence. Examples of effective evaluation methods included clustered randomised control
trials, adaptive evaluation designs and participatory research approaches. The need for clear
metrics and third-party evaluations was stressed, alongside stakeholder engagement to ensure
comprehensive impact measurement. Participants emphasised the importance of disseminating
research findings not only through scientific publications but also via public policy channels to
maximise societal benefits.

The workshop underscored the importance of balancing research priorities, fostering inclusive
and equitable funding practices and robustly evaluating research impact. Key actions include
engaging diverse stakeholders before calls for research proposals to align with community
needs, promoting dialogues between researchers and donors on research impact, ensuring
inclusive representation from marginalised groups in research teams and evaluation criteria, and
increasing funding duration for long-term social impacts. By involving stakeholders at all stages,
encouraging collaboration and ensuring long-term commitments, research can achieve
meaningful and sustainable societal benefits. Principles of co-producing knowledge, capacity
building and inclusive evaluation were highlighted as essential for translating research into
impactful outcomes. 

PROMOTING EQUITY AND INCLUSION

EVALUATING RESEARCH IMPACT

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 2

Ms Michelle Bruce(L to R): Panel Session 3 with Dr Thittaporn Ganokratanaa,Dr Peter Sy,
Dr Mathieu Denis and Dr Bhavani Rao



Dr Peter Sy, Assistant Vice President for Digital Transformation, University of the
Philippines and Chairman of the Privacy Experts Group for eHealth (DOH/DOST)

 
Dr Mathieu Denis, Senior Director, Head of the Centre for Science Futures,
International Science Council 

Dr Bhavani Rao, UNESCO Chair on Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality,
Amrita University, India
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SPEAKERS: 

Chair: Dr Thittaporn Ganokratanaa, NRCT and King Mongkut’s University of Technology

The third panel session of the Summit addressed the intricate ethical landscape of AI, its
implications for social science research and the unique challenges encountered by developing
countries. Moderated by Dr Ganokratanaa from the NRCT, the session featured insights from
three distinguished speakers.

Dr Sy discussed AI governance as both an enabler and an objective of social research,
emphasising the need for context-specific governance and ethical frameworks to promote
algorithmic fairness, especially in developing countries. He highlighted the challenges posed by
big tech's influence in regions lacking robust regulatory frameworks and underscored the
importance of building local AI capacity. Dr Sy called for multi-stakeholder collaboration to
ensure greater representation and participation of developing countries in AI policy
development. He illustrated the potential of AI to drive equitable advancements in social
research, citing the use of AI to preserve endangered languages and cultural heritage in the
Philippines. He concluded by advocating for AI to support social research and democracy,
stressing the need for contextualised, locally informed AI applications to address unique
regional needs and concerns.

PANEL SESSION 3: 
FUNDING SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN THE
INDO-PACIFIC: A FOCUS ON ETHICS AND AI

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 3
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Dr Denis outlined the International Science Council’s (ISC) initiative to explore the integration of
artificial intelligence in science and research across various countries. He highlighted the ISC’s
working paper on preparing national research ecosystems for AI, which includes a literature
review and case studies from 13 countries, aimed at understanding how national strategies
affect research and identifying key issues, successes and gaps. He noted a significant
disconnect between international AI ethics discussions and national-level implementations,
calling for a balanced approach that addresses the direct consequences of AI integration while
considering sustainability. He urged funding councils to become digitally intensive and proactive
and to ensure that AI funding supports diverse research disciplines. He called on funding
councils to provide leadership in addressing data storage challenges, warning that delays could
lead to problematic reliance on private sector solutions with legal uncertainties regarding data
ownership. He concluded by stressing the importance of international collaboration and building
communities of practice to address these challenges effectively. 

Dr Rao explored the intersection of gender and technology, particularly in rural areas where the
gender divide is pronounced. She noted the underrepresentation of women in AI development
and the ethical challenges this poses. Dr Rao shared an example from rural Karnataka, where
AI-powered social robots were used to teach handwashing to children. She emphasised the
significant data gaps for inclusive AI development and ethical issues in data collection and
storage. She advocated for solutions such as blockchain technology and randomised data
audits to ensure data sovereignty and authenticity. Additionally, Dr Rao advocated for ethical
certification for researchers and accentuated making technology accessible to end-users,
exploring data ownership and engaging communities in the digital transformation.

This session underscored the multifaceted ethical considerations in AI integration and the need
for inclusive and context-sensitive approaches to enhance the resilience and performance of
social science research systems in the Indo-Pacific region. The discussions highlighted the
critical role of governance, national research ecosystems and ethical data handling in ensuring
that AI contributes positively to social science research and broader societal goals. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
PANEL SESSION 3
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WORKSHOP SUMMARY: 
FUNDING SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN THE INDO-
PACIFIC: A FOCUS ON ETHICS AND AI

The workshop gathered diverse participants to explore the ethical and practical
implications of AI in social science research. The discussions focused on the transformative
impact of AI, the need for digital literacy, research ethics, data integrity and ethical
engagement with vulnerable communities.

AI is revolutionising social science research by enabling faster data collection and analysis.
However, this technological shift requires researchers to upskill and become digitally literate to
critically analyse information and avoid over-reliance on AI, which can result in biased or
unreliable outputs. Emphasising STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) rather than just STEM is crucial to integrate social sciences into technological
advancements. Funders play a pivotal role by ensuring researchers have comprehensive
references and supporting training in AI-related methodologies, such as machine learning, deep
learning and natural language processing.

Participants highlighted that while AI can democratise access to large social datasets, it also
requires researchers to possess AI literacy to evaluate reports effectively. Critical and creative
thinking are essential skills in this context. Additionally, the role of AI in democratising peace and
development efforts was discussed, underscoring the positive contributions AI can make when
used responsibly.

IMPACT OF AI ON SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
COLLABORATION IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: 
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RESEARCH ETHICS AND DATA INTEGRITY

ETHICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES

Maintaining ethics and data integrity in a rapidly changing environment presents significant
challenges. Funders must be vigilant about data authenticity and avoid over-reliance on AI-
generated reports. Techniques like upgrading plagiarism detection systems, using tools like Word
Cloud for rapid analysis and employing triangulation and cross-references in validation
exercises are essential. Continual monitoring of ethical behaviour and leveraging AI to detect
data manipulation are vital strategies. Funders need to sensitise researchers on ethical AI usage
and ensure inclusive and culturally sensitive research practices.

Speakers discussed the importance of developing AI tools that can detect biases and evaluate
data considering underrepresented groups. Ethical clearance processes must incorporate
considerations for AI, and funders should promote data governance and community ownership
of data to prevent technological divides. Training AI using datasets that reflect diverse
perspectives and establishing boundaries for AI usage in research are critical steps. Participants
emphasised the need for continual ethical training for researchers and improved ethical review
systems.

Ensuring ethical engagement with marginalised or vulnerable communities is paramount.
Funders should develop robust monitoring and evaluation (MandE) systems to promote inclusivity
and ethical sensitivity in research practices. Ethical clearance processes must incorporate
considerations for AI, and funders should push for a holistic STEAM approach. Communities
should have ownership of their data, and funders must democratise access to AI tools to prevent
technological divides. Face-to-face interactions and personal interviews are vital for verifying AI
outputs and maintaining trust with communities.

The workshop underscored the transformative potential of AI in social science research,
highlighting the need for ethical practices, data integrity and inclusivity. Participants
recommended better research incentives to avoid over-reliance on AI, continual ethical
monitoring and recording hypotheses before data collection. Actions include upskilling
researchers in AI, integrating arts and social sciences into STEM education, enhancing data
integrity, developing robust MandE systems for ethical compliance, democratising AI access and
engaging communities to ensure data ownership. By fostering holistic approaches and equitable
access to AI, research can achieve positive societal impacts while avoiding biases and ensuring
ethical engagement with vulnerable communities.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
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SYNERGIES BETWEEN AASSREC AND
UNESCO MOST PROGRAMME

The day before the Summit, on 8 May 2024, UNESCO and AASSREC convened a closed-
consultation workshop Shaping Research Agenda of the Social and Human Sciences in Asia-
Pacific at the UNESCO Regional Office in Bangkok. 

Organised under UNESCO’s Management of Social Transformation (MOST) programme, this
workshop aimed to discuss and define the social and human science research agenda in the
Asia-Pacific region and examine the synergies between the components of AASSREC’s Boosting
Social Sciences in the Indo-Pacific programme, UNESCO’s Recommendation on Science and
Scientific Researchers (RS|SR) and UNESCO’s MOST programme.

Mr Chanthalangsy provided an overview of the outcomes from the previous day's workshop. He
emphasised the desire to align the research agenda with the global priorities adopted by
UNESCO member states within the MOST programme, focusing on five key themes: the
integration of global frameworks on science and scientific researchers, gender equality, AI and
ethics, anti-discrimination and anti-racism, and climate change and environmental issues. These
themes were chosen to ensure that research projects not only address local and regional
challenges but also contribute to broader global efforts.

Mr Chanthalangsy elaborated on the importance of leveraging existing platforms and networks
to enhance the impact of the Boosting Social Sciences programme. He suggested aligning
GDN’s Doing Research Assessments (DRA) with the UNESCO science ecosystem indicators to
ensure UNESCO member states include DRA findings and recommendations in their statutory
reports. Additionally, he proposed utilising intergovernmental platforms to connect research
findings with policy dialogues at the global level, particularly emphasising the significance of
Indigenous knowledge systems. Lastly, he highlighted the need for effective dissemination of
research findings and working policy papers through UNESCO’s global platforms, including
Inclusive Policy Lab and Future Literacy Labs, to reach a wider audience.

In conclusion, Mr Chanthalangsy underscored the necessity of creating synergies and
connections at various levels to maximise the effectiveness of the programme. The session
concluded with an invitation for further detailed discussions on implementing these strategies,
ensuring agility and responsiveness to emerging needs throughout the programme's duration.

Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy, Regional Advisor for Social and Human Sciences,
UNESCO Office in Bangkok 
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PANEL SESSION 4:
COLLABORATING WITH IMPACT

SPEAKERS: 

Chair: Dr Matthew Wallace, Senior Programme Specialist, IDRC

The fourth panel session of the Summit explored the significance of collaboration in enhancing
the quality and reach of research, particularly within the context of social sciences. Recognising
the wealth of knowledge and expertise within the Asia-Pacific region, the session stressed the
importance of sharing resources, fostering South-South collaborations and ensuring impactful,
high-quality research outcomes.

Dr Arbour discussed the coordination of multilateral collaborations focused on providing
knowledge to understand, mitigate and adapt to global environmental change through the
Belmont Forum. With 32 members across more than 50 countries, the Belmont Forum has funded
177 projects and facilitated 21 collaborative research actions (CRAs) across diverse regions. She
highlighted the importance of transdisciplinary approaches, involving social scientists, natural
scientists and stakeholders from the outset. Dr Arbour stressed the importance of capacity
development and extensive consultation with community experts to ensure projects are
grounded in real-world contexts. Acknowledging barriers to cross-border funding, the Belmont
Forum model allows existing funding mechanisms to converge at an international level, with
projects funded by individual funding agencies according to their policy frameworks. Dr Arbour
concluded by noting upcoming regional calls with proposals being accepted in multiple
languages to broaden accessibility.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
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Mr Obino outlined the genesis and unique model of the Global Development Network, which
originated from a discussion among development donors on the need for applied social
sciences. GDN aims to facilitate impactful research collaboration in the social sciences. It serves
as a trusted intermediary, channelling development funds to researchers in the Global South,
allowing them to address their own questions rather than donor-driven agendas. GDN's model
involves close interaction with donors and researchers, emphasising early-stage project
development, capacity building and mentoring. This approach ensures that research is socially
relevant and impactful, while maintaining flexibility and independence in managing funds and
designing research programmes. Mr Obino underscored the importance of GDN's role in
enabling effective collaboration and fostering research that informs policy debates rather than
producing recommendations.

Professor Haryono shared insights into the establishment and operations of BRIN, Indonesia's
National Research and Innovation Agency formed in 2021 by merging multiple research
organisations and units across the country. BRIN supports science-based policy development,
conducts research and innovation, and manages funding. The agency operates 85 data centres
and offers nine funding schemes accessible to researchers from universities, private companies
and independent institutes. The agency aims to attract private sector and international partners
for collaborative projects, including bilateral and multilateral joint funding initiatives. BRIN also
promotes research mobility grants and postdoctoral programmes to foster international research
collaboration. Professor Haryono underlined the need for multilateral funding schemes
specifically for social sciences, highlighting BRIN's commitment to expanding research and
innovation across disciplines.

Dr Zink shared his experiences managing regional research cooperation in South and Southeast
Asia over the past five years. Representing SIDA, the Swedish Development Cooperation
Agency, he outlined Sweden’s strategies for development cooperation, emphasising capacity
building, high-quality scientific evidence production and strengthening science for impact. Dr
Zink highlighted Sweden's approach of allowing regional organisations to set their research
agendas and manage peer review processes, fostering independence and relevance. He cited
successful examples of local research impact, such as the development of human rights
education materials used in Timor-Leste. Dr Zink also underscored the importance of co-
designing research with stakeholders, reaching underrepresented communities through inclusive
language policies and leveraging international funds to support national research efforts and
cross-border collaborations. He concluded by stressing the critical role of national funding in
sustaining impactful research.
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WORKSHOP SUMMARY: 
COLLABORATING WITH IMPACT

The workshop convened participants to delve into strategies for fostering regional
collaboration and interdisciplinary research within the Asia-Pacific region. The discussions
centred on incentivising interdisciplinary collaboration, ensuring equitable participation and
cultivating trust and transparency in research partnerships to address the region's socio-
economic challenges effectively. 

Participants highlighted the necessity for funding agencies and research institutions to
incentivise and facilitate interdisciplinary collaboration through initiatives such as establishing
research networks, promoting joint research projects, conducting capacity-building workshops
and facilitating researcher exchanges. Recognising the importance of involving social scientists,
platforms that facilitate interdisciplinary collaboration were deemed vital for tackling complex
regional challenges.

To ensure fair participation and resource distribution, especially for researchers and institutions
in developing countries, strategies such as needs assessment and consultation, flexible funding
models, capacity building, matching funds and inclusive application processes were proposed.
Overcoming power imbalances, fostering South-South collaboration and complementing skills
from diverse backgrounds were identified as crucial for equitable collaboration.

Building trust and transparency in research partnerships requires clear governance structures,
open communication channels, shared vision and goals, mutual respect and recognition, and
guidelines for data sharing and intellectual property management. Technology was highlighted
as a tool for enhancing collaboration and ethical research practices.

ENCOURAGING REGIONAL COLLABORATION AND INTERDISCIPLINARITY

EQUITABLE COLLABORATION

CULTIVATING TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
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ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Participants suggested additional strategies including mentorship programmes, flexible funding
models for independent researchers, localised and bottom-up approaches, social activities to
foster team cohesion, robust monitoring and evaluation plans and engagement with national
policies to support research initiatives.

The workshop underscored the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration, equitable
participation and trust-building in addressing the Asia-Pacific region's complex socio-economic
challenges. Through establishing inclusive research networks, promoting flexible funding models,
and fostering transparent and respectful partnerships, stakeholders can create impactful and
sustainable research collaborations to address the region's pressing issues.

SOCIAL SCIENCE FUNDING AND
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Building on and leveraging priorities identified during the UNESCO Workshop the day prior, Mr
Chanthalangsy and Dr Hatherly facilitated a discussion to identify and discuss emerging and
priority social science research themes across the Asia-Pacific region that can be addressed
through existing or future AASSREC programmes. 

All participants were invited to contribute to this process by reflecting on the issues emerging
from the UNESCO Workshop and the Summit, and leveraging their own experience, knowledge
and insights. Through engaging discussion and online interactive surveys, the following priority
themes were identified: advancing gender equality, sustainability and climate change, state and
social transformations, Indigenous knowledge systems; intergenerational inequality, digital
transformations, anti-racism and anti-discrimination, regional relationships, and ageing
populations.

These priority themes identified at the Summit will inform the research agenda that the
AASSREC programme Boosting Social Sciences and their Contribution to Better Lives across the
Indo-Pacific will deploy through research grants, policy papers and other activities.

Moderators: Mr Phinith Chanthalangsy, UNESCO and Dr Chris Hatherly, the Academy

1st Advancing gender equality

Sustainability and climate change

State and social transformations

Indigenous knowledge systems

Intergenerational inequality

Digital transformations

Anti-racism and anti-discrimination

Regional relationships

Ageing populations

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th
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PANEL SESSION 5:
BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
THROUGH AASSREC

SPEAKERS: 

Chair: Dr Lourdes Portus, Executive Director, Philippine Social Science Council

In the final panel session, experts gathered to discuss building a community of practice in social
science research. The speakers emphasised the importance of country-level experiments and
initiatives, while Dr Portus discussed thematic priorities gathered during the session with
common aspirations for social science research funding in the region. Speakers stressed the
importance of collaboration, ethical research practices and capacity-building training to
enhance the impact of research. 
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Professor Hettige underlined the importance of building a community of practice, noting the
need for social scientists to organise both regionally and within their own countries. He
highlighted the importance of collaboration with state institutions to influence policymaking. He
discussed the necessity of evidence-based policies and shared experiences of both positive and
negative impacts. Focusing on Sri Lanka, Professor Hettige detailed the country's unprecedented
crisis and the moral responsibility of social scientists to respond. He outlined efforts to create a
decentralised, community-based monitoring and intervention system to address vulnerabilities
and ensure inclusive development. Highlighting a collaboration with UNDP on a national survey,
he pointed out the significant role of environmental issues in people's lives. He concluded by
emphasising the importance of research funding to build capacities and called for continued
efforts to address the region's challenges systematically.

Professor Daud began by acknowledging AASSREC and its partners for organising the Summit,
expressing hope for future research collaborations. She highlighted the common issues,
challenges and solutions discussed over the past three days, especially regarding research
funding constraints and ethics. She noted the importance of forming research partnerships and
setting research priorities for the next five to ten years. Professor Daud pointed out discussions
on societal issues, such as Indigenous communities and vulnerable groups, and advocated for
capacity-building training for young scholars. She shared examples of impactful projects, such
as the Malaysia and SPG Impact Evaluation Project, and stressed the need for bilateral, regional
and multilateral funding for transdisciplinary research. She outlined successful research on
family and community empowerment and senior citizens' activity centres, encouraging
attendees to refer to these projects on the UNESCO Inclusive Policy Lab website. Concluding,
she emphasised the value of learning from failures and highlighted the significance of nurturing
communities of practice for evidence-informed policymaking. This Summit should be the first of
regular meetings to share experiences and challenges and learn from one another.

Dr Rakhmani highlighted the evolution of ‘communities of practice’ from classroom learning to
digital and informal spaces, noting the disruptions caused by artificial intelligence and
digitalisation. Reflecting on her experiences in Indonesia, she underscored the structural barriers
faced by Southeast Asian social scientists and the importance of interdisciplinary and
community-based approaches. Dr Rakhmani called for recognising the knowledge of everyday
practitioners and integrating diverse epistemic approaches to create meaningful and practical
social sciences, advocating for flexible, digital and inclusive platforms that foster collaboration
and learning beyond traditional academic and bureaucratic structures.

The discussion highlighted the transformative potential of collaboration in social science
research, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region. Panellists underlined the pivotal role of research
councils in fostering innovation, securing funding and enhancing collaboration to bolster
regional resilience. They underscored the importance of including Summit participants in
steering committees to help select pertinent research themes and stressed the necessity of
organising platforms for social scientists to tackle regional challenges through evidence-based
policymaking and institutional innovation, especially in the domains of education and climate
change. 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Dr Ravi's address focused on India’s journey of economic growth and social development,
examining the interplay between sustained economic progress and improvements in human
development indicators. She highlighted how these advancements have reshaped India's
economic landscape, driven by technology, infrastructure and education, while comparing
India's progress with other countries like China and South Africa.

Dr Ravi pointed to the need for sustained high economic growth of around 7-7.5 per cent in
India. She noted the significant progress India has made in various human development
indicators, despite limited resources. Her analysis of India's social and economic trends
highlighted improvements in areas such as infant mortality, crime rates and rioting incidents. The
discussion also touched on India's rapid development outcomes, comparing them with countries
like Brazil and South Africa, particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on
poverty eradication. The address further focused on the economics of development, discussing
India's growth and the changing nature of social science research in response to new data. She
compared India with China, noting that India's per capita income is $3,000 compared to China's
$5,500 and South Korea's $12,000. Despite being eight to ten years behind China in
development indicators, India's outcomes are improving faster than expected due to sustained
economic growth.

Dr Shamika Ravi, Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister and 
Secretary to Government of India
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Highlighting significant reductions in India's maternal and infant mortality rates, Dr Ravi
attributed these improvements to public health investments and economic liberalisation. Over
the past 20 years, India has seen a steady decline in riots and crimes against women, linked to
increased prosperity and opportunities. Additionally, states have experienced a 300 per cent
increase in real per capita GDP and a 55 per cent reduction in neonatal mortality.

India's agricultural productivity and self-reliance have improved due to the Green Revolution,
but there is still a growing reliance on imported food items. Energy consumption per capita in
India has risen exponentially, driven by the young population and rapid economic growth. The
country seeks to position itself as a manufacturing hub amid global supply chain shifts. Mobile
connectivity has significantly improved welfare efficiency and economic growth in India. Direct
cash transfers enabled by mobile technology have reduced costs and increased transparency in
welfare distribution. In 2014, only half of the poorest 20 per cent of Indian households had
electricity, but by 2021, this number had increased to 86 per cent, with the poorest segment of
the Muslim population seeing the best improvement. 

The economic transformation in India is driven by technology, infrastructure and education.
Increased access to bank accounts has improved reproductive and maternal health service
utilisation for women, while mobile phone and internet access have significantly reduced
poverty and expanded economic opportunities. Dr Ravi ended her address by underlining the
dynamic economic growth in Asia, with localised solutions and new challenges, calling for more
collaborations across institutions and scholars in the region.
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CLOSING ADDRESS

In his closing address, Professor Singh adeptly encapsulated the essence of the two-day Summit
and the UNESCO Workshop, reflecting on the pivotal discussions over the three-day event. He
underscored the importance of comprehending the research system and formulating robust
methodologies while recognising the challenges faced by researchers, particularly those from
underprivileged and marginalised communities, such as women. He lauded the congruence of
the Summit's priority research themes with the sustainable development goals, indicating a
positive trajectory towards global development objectives.

A notable emphasis was placed on the necessity of understanding and addressing the Global
North-South divide. He critiqued the prevalent reliance of Global South scholars on frameworks
developed in the Global North, often out of convenience due to their pre-existing nature, which
sidelines Indigenous knowledge systems. This, according to Professor Singh, underscores the
need for a more inclusive and representative research paradigm that does not dichotomise
literature and research into traditional, modern, or postmodern categories. He argued that
decolonisation efforts, while vital, inherently bear traces of colonialism and suggested moving
beyond the linear debates of pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial epochs to foster
interfusional associations.

Professor Singh commended top-down approaches and collaborative models like the Belmont
Forum and BRIN, recognising their efficacy while also addressing the inherent challenges of
collaboration. He stressed the alignment of interests, objectives and agendas in research as
crucial for fostering impactful social sciences research that can shape better lives globally and
contribute significantly to development and growth.

He also delved into the deconstruction of the male gaze, drawing on poetess Shubha's work
from the first collection of poetry by women in the 6th century BCE, to highlight the distinct
reality and knowledge organisation of Indigenous peoples. This, he posited, necessitates a
holistic understanding to improve lives comprehensively.

In conclusion, Professor Singh's address called for an integrative approach that transcends
traditional binaries and embraces the diversity of knowledge systems. He urged the academic
community to prioritise inclusive methodologies that reflect the realities and needs of all
communities, particularly those historically marginalised. This, he emphasised, is essential for the
advancement of research that not only aligns with global development goals but also respects
and incorporates the richness of Indigenous knowledge, ultimately contributing to a more
equitable and sustainable global future.

Professor Dhananjay Singh, AASSREC President
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CONCLUSION

The Social Science Funding and Collaboration in the Indo-Pacific: Regional Summit, hosted by
AASSREC and NRCT, underscored the imperative of interdisciplinary collaboration and
community-building in advancing social science research. The Summit focused on enhancing
regional cooperation and maximising research impact through strategic partnerships, and
establishing robust research networks, capacity-building programmes and interdisciplinary
projects aimed at addressing regional social challenges. 

Participants called for a concerted effort to address the lack of evidence on national research
systems, their features, their diverse trajectories and the specificities of their interactions with
policy in Asia, with the goal of creating a more equitable and impactful research environment.
Discussions emphasised the integration of global frameworks with local knowledge, leveraging
Indigenous systems and fostering partnerships to drive impactful research, particularly in disaster
resilience and gender equality initiatives. Addressing the ethical implications of AI in research,
the Summit called for improved ethical review systems and data governance, highlighting the
need for trust and transparency in collaborative research through clear governance structures,
open communication channels and mutual respect. Additional strategies for strengthening
collaboration included mentorship programmes, flexible funding models, localised approaches,
social activities for team building, and robust monitoring and evaluation plans. Participants
identified the priority social science research themes for AASSREC’s Boosting Social Sciences
and their Contribution to Better Lives across the Indo-Pacific programme including advancing
gender equality, sustainability and climate change, state and social transformations, Indigenous
knowledge systems and intergenerational inequality. 

Throughout the Asia-Pacific Summit and UNESCO Workshop, a common theme emerged: the
necessity of interdisciplinary collaboration, ethical conduct and knowledge sharing to effectively
address the Indo-Pacific's complex socio-economic challenges. By learning from failures,
nurturing communities of practice and harnessing technology responsibly, stakeholders can drive
evidence-informed policymaking. The insights and action items generated provide a roadmap
for fostering inclusive, impactful research initiatives, emphasising the vital role of social sciences
in contributing to better lives across the Indo-Pacific and the need for ongoing support and
investment in this critical field.
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