
 

 

 

 

 

POLICY PAPER SERIES 

Template 
 

As part of the Boosting Social Sciences and their Contribution to Better Lives in the Indo-Pacific program, 

AASSREC will convene and support working groups to develop 8-10 research and policy working papers (each 

3,000 to 10,000 words) addressing a range of policy and research topics relevant to the region. These papers 

will have a policy-oriented focus and will be subject to peer-review and multi-lingual, open access publication. 

AASSREC will promote and disseminate these papers to relevant stakeholders and networks once published.  

This template is intended to provide guidance to working groups on the preferred structure and content of 

each policy paper. 

1. Title and Author(s) 

Clearly indicate the title of the paper and list the author(s) along with their institutional affiliations.  

2. Executive Summary  

1-2 pages (400-600 words).  

This section should be completed after finalising the main body of the paper. It should summarise key aspects 

and findings of the project. 

3. Context & Problem Statement  

3-5 pages (1,000-1,500 words). With sub-headings if desired. 

What is the issue? Provide here an overview of the context and what is currently known about it. This should 

include a discussion about the problem or issue being addressed, how it presents in the Asia-Pacific region 

(overall and any variation by country), what challenges or opportunities it presents.  

This should refer to relevant recent research (with appropriate citation of any findings or facts presented). 

- What is the core issue or challenge?  

- Provide a background and contextual overview of the problem, including its manifestation and variation 

across countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  

- Discuss the Significance of the issue and is relevance for policy or practice.  

Reference recent and relevant research, supported by consistent citations.  

4. Evidence and Analysis  

5-9 pages (1,800-2,700 words). With sub-headings if desired. 

This section should present key insights from social science research related to the issue. Include case studies 

or examples of evidence-based policy interventions where applicable.  

Evaluate current policy initiatives or programs and examine the extent to which they are informed by social 

science perspectives (in design, implementation, or evaluation).  

Reference all data and findings appropriately.  



 

5. Policy Recommendations  

4-8 pages (1,600-2,400 words). With sub-headings if desired. 

This section should discuss what more could be done to address the issue through policy reforms or programs 

(state or private actors), extrapolating from existing research. To the extent it is known, this section should also 

describe the policy levers or mechanisms that may be available to support such action. 

This section should also discuss what additional evidence or knowledge is required to improve our 

understanding of the issue and to guide policy or program responses. This may take the form of general 

statements of knowledge gaps or outline specific research that could be pursued. Discuss knowledge gaps and 

propose areas where further research is needed to enhance policy formulation and impact. 

 

6. References 

A properly formatted reference list utilising a consistent referencing style.  

 


