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19:00 Conference Welcome and Gala Dinner

Hosted by: 
The Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

Location: 
The Royal Plaza Hotel - Roman Garden (Poolside) 

ARRIVAL & WELCOME: WEDNESDAY 3 DECEMBER

The Roman Garden at
the Royal Plaza Hotel

Delhi 



THURSDAY 4 DECEMBER
08:00 - 09:00 Registrations

09:00 - 09:30 Opening Ceremony

09:30 - 09.55 Keynote 1

Dr Shamika Ravi, Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister, and Secretary to Government of India. 

10:00 - 11:10
Session 1. 
Navigating Change: Social Science Responses to Emerging Global
Realities 

Chair: Prof. Manfred Max Bergman, University of Basel

1.Vietnam's scientific research adapts to the new international
integration process — Dr Phan Cao Nhat Anh, VASS (Vietnam) 

2.Global Realities of Alliance and Non-Alliance Politics: Implications for
Social Sciences — Dr Tek Bahadur Gurung , Nepal Academy (Nepal)  

3.Reclaiming the Past: Filipino Social Sciences and the Global Struggle
Against Authoritarian Historical Myths — Dr JC Punongbayan,
University of the Philippines School of Economics / PSSC (Philippines)  

4.The Role of Local History in Indo-Pacific International Relations: A
Case Study of Thai-Cambodian Relations — Dr Nathaporn
Thaijongrak, Srinakharinwirot University / NRCT (Thailand) 

11.15 - 11.30 Morning Tea - Ballroom (first floor)

11:30 - 12.40
Session 2.
Sustainability and Society: Interdisciplinary Approaches to
Environmental and Technological Change

Chair: Dr Claire Rioult, The Academy of Social Sciences in Australia

1. Interdisciplinary Pathways to Just Transition: Integrating Social
Sciences for Sustainability and Inclusion — Dr Vu Thi Thanh, VASS
(Vietnam)

2.   Sustainability and Society: Interdisciplinary Approaches to
Environmental and Technological Change: A Bangladesh Perspective
— Mr Dhusar Prokriti Gain, SSRC (Bangladesh)

3.  From Ancestral Lands to Open Pits: Indigenous Struggles, Mining
Economies and Sustainable Livelihoods in Odisha — Dr Amiya Kumar
Sahoo, Council for Social Development, Hyderabad (India) 

4.Socioeconomic Impacts of Coastal Erosion in Sri Lanka – Prof. Amila
Sandaruwan Ratnayake, Uva Wellassa University (Sri Lanka) 

12:40 - 13:40 Lunch - Lobby level



THURSDAY 04 DECEMBER

13:45 - 14:55
Session 3. 
Sustainability and Society: Interdisciplinary Approaches to
Environmental and Technological Change

Chair:  Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra, Kalinga Institute of Indo-Pacific Studies
(KIIPS)

1.SDG Micro-Grants on Malaysian Civil Society Organizations: The Roles of
PSSM in APPGM-SDG Projects 2023–2024 — Dr Ng Miew Luan, INTI
International University / MSSA (Malaysia)  

2.Sustainability and Society: Towards Socially and Ecologically Sensitive
Economic Development in Sri Lanka — Prof. Siri Hettige, University of
Colombo / NSF (Sri Lanka)  

3.Bridging Worlds: Hybrid Knowledge Models and the Future of Traditional
Ecological Knowledge in the Pacific Region — Dr Buriata Eti Tofinga,
University of the South Pacific (Fiji) 

4.Social Science Perspectives on Indo-Pacific Transitions - Dr Supoj
Arevart, National Research Council (Thailand)

14:55 - 16.10
Session 4.
Reimagining Indo-Pacific Social Sciences: Local Knowledge and Global
Discourse

Chair:  Professor Adam Possamai, The Academy of Social Sciences in
Australia

1.Building local epistemologies: knowledge creation in the Indo-Pacific —
Dr Roshni Sengupta, IILM University, Gurugram (India)  

2.  Reclaiming Indigenous Epistemologies in the Indo-Pacific: A Case for
Decolonising Methods — Ms Swati Mittal, Manav Rachna International
Institute of Research and Studies (India)

3.  Transnational Geo-body of the Cambodia–Thailand Border Conflicts –
Dr Mak Sithirith, Centre for Natural Resources and Environment, CDRI
(Cambodia)

4.   Reimagining Seoul’s Cultural Attractiveness: An Urban Scene Approach
– Prof Wonho Jang, University of Seoul / KOSSREC (Korea)

16:10 - 16:30 Afternoon Tea - Ballroom

16:30 - 17:40 Session 5. 
Social Sciences in the Age of AI: Ethics, Inclusion and Transformation

Chair: Dr Chris Hatherly, The Academy of Social Sciences in Australia

1.Social sciences in the age of AI: Ethics, inclusion and transformation —
Dr Nguyen Linh Giang, VASS (Vietnam)  

2.Religion in the Age of AI: a New Agenda for Social Sciences in the Indo-
Pacific Region — Prof. Adam Possamai, Western Sydney University /
ASSA (Australia)  

3.AI and Social Transformation in the Indo-Pacific: Comparative Lessons
from India and Indonesia — Dr Ashish Alok, Ranchi University (India) 

4.Social Science and Law in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: Ethics,
Inclusion and Transformation — Mr Nehal Ahmad, Woxsen University
(India)

19:00 Dinner - Offsite - India International Centre, Main Building Rose Garden. 



 FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER

08:00 - 09:00 Registration

09:00 - 10:10 Session 6.
Transforming Institutions, Research Agendas, and Public
Engagement in the Indo-Pacific

Chair: Professor Ram Singh, Delhi School of Economics 

1.Science for Society, Yes, but How? A case of the coming
institutional reform of SCJ in 2026 — Mr Naoki Odanaka, Tohoku
University / SCJ (Japan)  

2.Reclaiming the Research Process: Participatory Knowledge
Production with Women Domestic Workers in Delhi NCR — Ms
Samiksha Jha, Martha Farrell Foundation (India) 

3.Localizing knowledge and practices: Vietnamese International
Scholarship Recipients as Public Scholars in Civic Spaces — Ms
Phuong Mai Anh Tran, School of International Development and
Global Studies, University of Ottawa (Vietnam) 

4.Reimagining Research Infrastructures for Inclusive Urban Policy:
Lessons from Women’s Experiences in Iran — Dr Shirin Ahmadnia,
Allameh Tabataba’i University / ISA (Iran) 

10:10 - 10:25 IDRC and the Boosting Social Sciences Program  Presentation

Speaker: Ian Thomson, International Development Research Centre

10:25 - 11:35 Doing Research Assessments Presentation

Speaker: Francesco Obino, Global Development Network 

11:35 - 11:50 Morning Tea - Ballroom (first floor)

11:50 - 13:00 Session 7. 
Sustainable Policies for a Changing Indo-Pacific

Subjugation by Design? The Systemic Devaluation of Humanities and
Social Sciences — Miss Saanya Sodhi & Mr Rabi Raj, UNESCO Chair in
Community-Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher
Education (India)

Panel: Decolonized Co-Construction of Knowledge for Climate
Resilience — Dr Rajesh Tandon, UNESCO Chair in Community-Based
Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education (India), and
Panellists. 

13:00 - 14:20 Lunch - Lobby level 



14:20 - 15:00 Special Session on Climate and Agriculture

Chair: Prof. Dhananjay Singh, Member Secretary, ICSSR
Panelists: Prof. Sachin Sharma, Director General, RIS and Prof. Ramesh
Chand, Member NITI Aayog 

15:00 - 15:25 Valedictory Session

Prof. Sachin Chatervedi, Vice Chancellor, Nalanda University

15.25 - 15.35 Closing Ceremony - End of Conference

15:35 - 16.00 Afternoon Tea - Ballroom (first floor)

16:15 - 17:45 AASSREC Business Meeting (By Invitation Only)

Elibility: AASSREC Member representatives only

19:00 Dinner at the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
Premises

Day Trip to Agra/Taj Mahal (Optional)

The ICSSR has arranged a full-day sightseeing tour to the Taj Mahal in
Agra for interested delegates. The Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders of
the World, is located approximately 200km (3-4 hour drive) from New
Delhi. Detailed information including departure time, itinerary, and meal
arrangements will be shared with those who have opted in for the tour
upon registration. 

FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER
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CONTACT: 

AASSREC Secretariat

info@aassrec.org

SCAN QR CODE FOR LIST OF DELEGATES


