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ABSTRACT  

The All-Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia on SDGs (APPGM-SDG) has prioritised localising 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through grassroots initiatives, recognising that civil 

society organisations (CSOs) are pivotal drivers of sustainable change. Between 2023 and 2024, 

APPGM-SDG facilitated over 380 community micro-grants nationwide, supporting projects that 

tackled pressing issues such as food security, urban and rural farming, women’s economic 

empowerment, and the social inclusion of marginalised communities. This paper discusses how 

the Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (PSSM) plays a central role in participatory assessment in 

the APPGM-SDG framework. Using document analysis and secondary analysis of monitoring and 

evaluation (M&E) reports, this research addresses key questions: (1) How did PSSM’s expertise 

influence project implementation and assessment? (2) What measurable social, economic, and 

environmental benefits emerged at the community level? (3) In what ways did PSSM help scholars, 

policymakers, and CSOs work together to promote SDG localisation in Malaysia? and (4) What 

lessons can be learnt from the Malaysian example to improve SDG microgrant procedures in other 
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Indo-Pacific settings? Findings highlight the unique contributions of PSSM in bridging social 

science perspectives with practical development work. This study provides social science 

associations’ ideas on how to help SDG localisation via micro-grant mechanisms by putting 

Malaysia's experiences in a larger Indo-Pacific context. It contends that the integration of social 

science knowledge into grassroots projects enhances regional knowledge networks, bolsters 

inclusive governance frameworks that are flexible across various Indo-Pacific contexts, and 

promotes the evidentiary foundation for sustainable policies.  

 

Keywords: APPGM-SDG, Indo-Pacific, Malaysia, micro-grants, no poverty, PSSM, reduced 

inequality, SDGs.  

 

INTORDUCTION  

SDGs Goals: From Global to Local 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by the United Nations is an international pledge 

to eliminate poverty, secure the planet, and guarantee the prosperity of the world by the year 2030. 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) constitute a complex of interrelated dimensions 

of human and planetary health, including such dimensions as social equity, economic development, 

and environmental safety (United Nations, 2023). Ever since their inception in 2015, governments 

and civil society organisations (CSOs) all over the world have come to realize that the SDGs must 

be implemented at the local level to convert global aspirations into real outcomes at the community 

level. It is also referred to as SDG localisation and entails the national and subnational 

contextualisation of global targets in a multi-stakeholder process that incorporates the community 

(UNDP, 2022). 

In the Indo-Pacific region, SDG localisation is now a strategy for enhancing policy implementation 

through inclusivity, resilience, and sustainability. Specifically, micro-granting, i.e., small-sized 

funding directly to communities, has become one of the primary instruments to initiate local 

innovation and empowerment (Waeeraas et al., 2024). Micro-grants are flexible so that 

communities can design and experiment with context-specific solutions to address their socio-

economic realities, so that development interventions are participatory and responsive. The 

international trend of localisation stresses the importance of effective community engagement 

models, supported by social science expertise that are more effective at capturing local knowledge 

systems, social behaviours, and governance dynamics that are essential for sustainable 

transformation (Wiepking & de Wit, 2024). 
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Malaysia’s Initiative in Supporting the United Nations’ SDGs 

Malaysia has shown early and continued interest in realizing the SDGs by integrating them within 

national policies. The 2021 Voluntary National Review (VNR) of the country also indicated that it 

is well aligned with the SDG targets and aims at inclusive development, social welfare, and 

environmental sustainability (Economic Planning Unit, 2021). The SDG Roadmap of Malaysia 

Phase II (2021-2025), prepared by the Ministry of Economy, further consolidates this alignment 

by providing a clear roadmap of how the inter-agencies coordinate and engage stakeholders in 

localizing SDGs (Ministry of Economy, 2024). 

In realizing that sustainable development is a collective responsibility, the Malaysian government 

has pursued the whole-of-society approach whereby the CSOs, academia, and the business sector 

are empowered to co-develop solutions for the community. The All-Party Parliamentary Group 

Malaysia on Sustainable Development Goals (APPGM-SDG) has emerged as one of the 

pioneering platforms for articulating the SDGs policies into community action among the national 

efforts to sustain this approach. Members of Parliament engage with universities and local 

organisations to partner to identify the needs of the community, carry out small-scale projects, and 

evaluate the results according to SDG indicators through the APPGM-SDG framework (APPGM-

SDG, 2023). Malaysia’s wider commitment to developing democratic governance, inclusivity and 

evidence-based policymaking is an indicator of this participatory model. 

 

APPGM-SDG: History, Goals, and Grassroots Initiatives in Malaysia 

In 2019, the APPGM-SDG was formed within the parliament of Malaysia as a bipartisan 

organisation to connect national policy with grassroots action. Its main objective is to localize 

SDGs by providing community-based micro-grant projects to address local challenges but in 

reference to national priorities. Since its formation, the APPGM-SDG has become an ecosystem 

of multi-stakeholders, connecting the parliamentarians, academics, CSOs, and local communities 

around a common vision for sustainable development (APPGM-SDG, 2024). In 2023, the 

APPGM-SDG was mandated by the Ministry of Finance of Malaysia to play a major role in the 

implementation of micro-grant projects, such as the community garden project. This partnership 

is a holistic intervention involving the APPGM-SDG and the grassroots organisations to solve the 

food security problem. 

In 2023-2024, over 380 micro-grant projects were supported in the country by APPGM-SDG, both 

in urban and rural locations. Such projects addressed the challenges of food security, urban and 

rural agriculture, empowerment of women economically, and digital inclusion; the social inclusion 

of marginalised groups (APPGM-SDG, 2024). The bottom-up approach enables the communities 
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to become co-developers and not passive beneficiaries and therefore creates a sense of ownership, 

accountability, and sustainability in the long run. Participatory monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 

are also institutionalised within the APPGM-SDG model, provided that the outcomes of the 

projects should be not only measured quantitatively but also socially and in terms of behavioural 

change (Zainuddin et al., 2024). 

The APPGM-SDG is a system of governance for SDG in Malaysia, a system that is based on 

combining political leadership, local understanding, and civil society participation. Its success 

highlights the need to form academic collaborations to increase research-based review and 

evidence creation to design sustainable policies. 

 

PSSM: History, Roles, and Involvement in APPGM-SDG Micro-Grants 

Since its establishment in 1978, the Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (PSSM), or Malaysian Social 

Science Association, has been a leading proponent of the role of social science knowledge in public 

policy. Being a national professional organisation, PSSM facilitates multidisciplinary research, 

evidence-based policymaking, and the social sciences in the context of solving academic and social 

problems (PSSM, n.d.). Based on the necessity of empirical rigour when assessing community 

development programs, in 2020, the APPGM-SDG Secretariat formally selected PSSM as a 

technical partner to undertake capacity building and participatory evaluation of SDG solution 

projects (Thomas & Ng, 2023). 

The participation of PSSM involves three main scopes: (1) support the training modules and 

evaluation of the proposal using social science-based indicators; (2) monitoring and evaluation 

assistance; and (3) facilitation of Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) to grasp qualitative information 

provided by beneficiaries and stakeholders. PSSM also partnered with Universiti Kebangsaan 

Malaysia (UKM), Universiti Malaya (UM), INTI International University, and other public and 

private universities in Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah dan Sarawak to carry out thematic analysis 

of community empowerment, environmental resilience, and social inclusion in 2023-2024 based 

on the micro-grant projects in Malaysia. These partnerships emphasize the way in which academic 

institutions and professional organisations can be knowledge brokers, connecting parliamentary 

projects with empirical field data. 

 

Research Problem 

Although APPGM-SDG has shown significant success in supporting the growth of grassroots, 

there is a lack of literature that has investigated the role of social science skills in influencing the 
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outcome of projects. The majority of existing assessments are based on project outputs, including 

the number of beneficiaries or activities that were carried out, but they do not examine the 

epistemic and institutional functions of social science associations in localising SDGs (Handley, 

2025). In addition, although APPGM-SDG model has been found as a best practice in participatory 

governance, there is still a gap in knowledge on how the collaborative mechanisms of the model 

can be replicated or adapted to other Indo-Pacific settings (McElwee, 2025). 

Parallel to the growing emphasis on incorporating evidence-based approaches into community 

development, it is crucial to bridge this knowledge gap. Social science perspectives provide models 

of the social system, stakeholder relations, and cultural aspects of sustainability, which are usually 

ignored in technical development planning (Global Development Network [GDN], 2022). In 

addition, the impact of PSSM engagement in implementation and participatory assessment is 

important as a lesson in enhancing national and regional knowledge ecosystems. 

This paper aims to critically review the role of the expertise of PSSM in designing, implementing, 

and evaluating APPGM-SDG projects on micro-grants over the period of 2023-2024 and to 

measure the results at the community level. Through such contributions, the study seeks to fill the 

gaps between the empirical and theoretical knowledge about SDG localisation, participatory 

governance, and cross-sectoral collaboration. Besides that, it aims to identify transferable 

experiences from Malaysia’s APPGM-SDG micro-grant initiatives to be applied in the context of 

the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

Research Objectives and Questions 

To address the identified research problem, this study sets out four interrelated objectives: 

RO1: To examine how PSSM’s social science expertise influenced the implementation and 

assessment of APPGM-SDG micro-grant projects in Malaysia. 

RO2: To evaluate the measurable social, economic, and environmental outcomes generated 

by community-based micro-grant projects under the APPGM-SDG framework. 

RO3: To examine how PSSM facilitates cooperation among scholars, policymakers, and 

CSOs to promote the localisation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 

Malaysia. 

RO4: To study lessons from Malaysia's APPGM-SDG micro-grant projects that may be 

used to improve and develop comparable projects throughout the Indo-Pacific region. 
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These objectives correspond to four guiding research questions (RQs): 

RQ1: How did PSSM social science expertise influence the implementation and assessment 

of APPGM-SDG micro-grant projects in Malaysia? 

RQ2: What measurable social, economic, and environmental outcomes were generated by 

community-based micro-grant projects under the APPGM-SDG framework? 

RQ3: How does PSSM facilitate cooperation among scholars, policymakers, and CSOs to 

promote the localisation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Malaysia? 

RQ4: What lessons from Malaysia's APPGM-SDG micro-grant projects may be used to 

improve and develop comparable projects throughout the Indo-Pacific region? 

 

By answering these questions, the research adds to both scholarly and policy discussions on 

sustainable development. It demonstrates how social science associations such as PSSM can 

function as mediators between government, academia, and civil society, enhancing the quality and 

inclusivity of community-based SDG interventions. Ultimately, the paper situates Malaysia’s 

experience within a broader Indo-Pacific context, providing comparative insights into how micro-

grant programmes can serve as catalysts for achieving the global sustainability agenda through 

localised, evidence-driven action. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The literature on sustainable development is increasingly appreciating the fact that to realise the 

2030 Agenda as outlined by the United Nations, more than policy commitments at the national 

level are needed; localised action that involves communities, civil society organisations (CSOs), 

and local authorities in the development of solutions that are specific to a given context is required 

(UNDP IEO, 2022; Waeeraas et al., 2024). The review presents the synthesis of theoretical, 

empirical, and methodological studies that fit the research objectives of the current paper, that are 

based on four interrelated aspects: (1) micro-grant mechanisms and community empowerment, (2) 

civil society organisations (CSOs) and SDG localisation, (3) knowledge partnerships and social 

science contributions, and (4) participatory evaluation and impact measurement. Together, these 

aspects create a theoretical framework of the analysis of the role of the PSSM in the framework of 

the All-Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia on Sustainable Development Goals (APPGM-SDG) 

in 2023-2024. 
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Micro-Grant Mechanisms and Community Empowerment 

Micro-grants have become an international strategic approach to power up the implementation of 

the SDGs through direct support of innovations led by the community. They are usually small 

funds (usually USD 1,000-10,000) to grassroots organisations or informal groups to pilot small 

but high-impact solutions to local development issues (UNDP IEO, 2022). In contrast to the top-

down developmental funding, micro-grants promote experimentation, inclusion, and feedback 

loops that facilitate learning, adaptation, and scaling contextually relevant practices in the 

communities. Flexible and non-restrictive funds, as Wiepking and de Wit (2024) asserted, boost 

the nonprofit capacities; they promote freedom, innovation, and responsibility at the community 

level, which are characteristics of true empowerment. 

As it has been empirically shown, micro-grant models have been successful in a wide variety of 

settings, including community agriculture in Southeast Asia, women’s cooperatives in Africa, and 

digital youth enterprises in Latin America (UNDP IEO, 2022). Such programs demonstrate that 

modest grants can activate more widespread social changes when they are complemented with 

mentorship, sharing of knowledge and participation-based monitoring. In Malaysia, the APPGM-

SDG framework is a specialized version of the micro-grant concept applied to a parliamentary 

system of governance (APPGM-SDG, 2023). From 2020 to 2024, more than 380 projects were 

supported in both rural and urban communities, covering the problems of climate-resilient 

agriculture up to digital literacy and waste management (APPGM-SDG, 2024). These kinds of 

initiatives are consistent with Waeeraas et al. (2024) 's finding that micro-interventions organized 

by civil societies can be viewed as knowledge laboratories where locally suitable solutions to 

global issues are tried. 

Nevertheless, the extent of limitations is also cautioned in the literature. In the absence of organised 

guidance or evaluation systems, the micro-grants can be left disjointed so that they only generate 

a short-term response instead of lasting change (Handley, 2025). Thus, social science-based design 

and monitoring are crucial to ensure that micro-grants produce cumulative learning and evidence 

of policy innovation, which is precisely the role that PSSM fulfils within the APPGM-SDG 

framework. 

 

SDG Localisation and Civil Society Organisations 

Civil society organisations are vital in localising global development models into local action 

through mediating communities and formal organisations. They are agents that mediate 

engagement and gather the voices of the communities and promote inclusion in governance 

(Nordin, Aziz, and Wan Ismail, 2022). Waeeraas et al. (2024) noted that CSOs contribute a form 
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of unique value to the public service delivery through their abilities to combine empathy, 

situational insight, and local responsibility systems – which are the aspects that are frequently 

lacking in the bureaucratic system. CSOs have emerged as essential stakeholders in the localisation 

of SDGs in Southeast Asia in terms of alleviating social inequalities, empowering women, and 

ensuring environmental sustainability (McElwee, 2025). 

In the past decade, the CSO environment in Malaysia has developed to the point where 

organisations are increasingly actively participating in policy debates, social audits, and 

participatory planning (Government of Malaysia, 2021). CSOs are no longer the implementers of 

development knowledge but co-producers of knowledge of development under APPGM-SDG 

model. They work in collaboration with parliamentarians and researchers to plan, implement, and 

assess the community projects to ensure that the interventions are in line with the local needs and 

SDG indicators (APPGM-SDG, 2023). 

The recent research on the engagement of the Malaysian CSOs with SDGs shows that the 

partnership networks and capacity building are the primary success factors (Zainuddin et al., 2024). 

However, there are obstacles, such as disjointed funding, technical skills, and inadequate reporting 

of impacts, which decrease the sustainability of grassroots efforts in the long run (Handley, 2025). 

That is why it is necessary to have institutional players such as PSSM, which offer methodological 

rigour, training in social sciences, and assessment instruments that enhance operational capabilities 

of CSOs. CSOs can shift project-based activism to evidence-based social innovation by advocating 

academic frameworks in grassroots development. 

 

The Knowledge Partnerships and Social Science Contributions 

The increased focus on knowledge partnerships is an indicator of the change in the mindset of 

sustainable development, which no longer focuses on funding outputs but rather on creating 

learning ecosystems. Academic institutions and associations of social science are increasingly 

recognised as essential collaborators in narrowing the gap between theory and practice, particularly 

in participatory development (GDN, 2022). Social scientists contribute analytical frameworks of 

community behaviours, governance systems, and policy dynamics. These factors play a crucial 

role in determining the success or failure of SDG localisation initiatives (Thomas & Ng, 2023). 

According to Vinke-de Kruijf et al. (2022), the researchers have various and changing roles in 

transdisciplinary projects, especially community-based micro-grant initiatives. Their functions are 

not only traditional scientific inquiry but also knowledge-oriented, change-oriented, and 

intermediating orientations. Researchers who are knowledge-oriented are interested in producing 

sound scientific knowledge, even as they acknowledge the relevance of localized knowledge by 
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the local people. Change-oriented researchers play a role as agents or facilitators of change that 

contribute to empowering the people in the community, arousing learning, and co-designing 

effective solutions to local problems. Intermediating researchers facilitate connections among 

scientific, policy, and stakeholder realms by combining different types of knowledge, bridging 

various perspectives, and including diverse participants. Such researchers should reconcile 

credibility, reflexivity, and openness to other forms of knowledge. Through the community micro-

grant, these roles play a vital role in promoting the idea that within the community, projects will 

not only be scientifically valid, but also socially relevant, so that local actors can co-produce 

actionable knowledge on how to tackle real-world problems in a sustainable manner. 

To embrace experimentation as a method of sustainability science, Stojanovic (2021) outlined that 

to apply experimentation, researchers should not focus on experiments as a test but as a practice 

that is conducted in the world and yields actionable and value-filled knowledge. Sustainability 

experimentation, unlike conventional laboratory experiments, which examine universal, value-free 

truths, deals with complex, context-specific systems of social, ecological, and technological 

interactions. This implies involving various stakeholders in the development of solutions together, 

experimenting with radical changes in social practice, and sharing the success stories. 

Experimentation as an approach entails, therefore, a pluralistic and reflexive stance, in which 

scientists are clear on what normative and ethical assumptions they are operating on and making 

their work transparent in the meaning of sustainability in various scenarios. Sustainability science 

can aid in increasing the transferability of its evidence and facilitate more effective routes to 

sustainability transformation by matching experimental design to common values, increasing 

societal learning, and mapping normative orientations. 

The collaboration between PSSM and APPGM-SDG serves as an example that demonstrates how 

disciplinary knowledge in science, sociology, political science, and economics can enhance the 

design and evaluation of programs. PSSM assists community organisations in stating the problem, 

aligning projects with SDG targets, and finding measurable indicators to monitor and evaluate 

(Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). These roles are similar to the results of Waeeraas et al. (2024), 

who reported that CSOs with scientific or analytical knowledge are more likely to achieve 

sustainable results. 

At the regional level, McElwee (2025) suggested that societies of Southeast Asia present a set of 

social and environmental problems that are interrelated, and also demand interdisciplinary 

solutions based on the local epistemologies. Social sciences can, therefore, offer tools of 

methodology, as well as tools of interpretation, depth, and sensitivity to cultures. The input of 

PSSM, in the Malaysian example, goes beyond the field knowledge, institutionalization of 

reflexive learning in the operations of APPGM-SDG, so that the policymakers and practitioners 

perceive the community data not as extractive but as co-created knowledge. 
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In addition, GDN (2022) also emphasized that knowledge cooperation between the academia and 

government promotes evidence-based policy formulation by increasing data quality and analytical 

ability. These partnerships support SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), where there is a multi-

sectoral partnership that is established on a shared understanding of knowledge, technology, and 

finances. By portraying itself as an unbiased knowledge broker, PSSM shows how national 

associations can establish the foundation of academic integrity as a part of politically 

heterogeneous developmental cooperations. 

 

Participatory Evaluation and Impact Measurement 

Assessing the effects of community-based SDG projects is methodologically difficult because the 

results are usually immeasurable changes in income development or the level of employment. 

Rather, a successful evaluation should also be able to measure the changes in attitudes, 

empowerment, and collective efficacy (Handley, 2025). This has generated new interest in 

participatory and mixed-methods approaches that incorporate both statistical data and qualitative 

insights. 

Olmos-Vega et al. (2023) emphasised the significance of reflexivity in qualitative research, urging 

evaluators to critically examine their positionality and its influence on data interpretation. This 

reflexivity applies where academic scholars are dealing with the people of the community as 

partners and not their objects of study. Lim (2025) claimed that the qualitative methodologies 

cannot be neglected when we want to understand the socio-cultural processes that guide 

sustainable development, whilst Barroga and Matanguihan (2022) suggested the recommendation 

of how to co-align research questions with the methodology design that will reduce its 

inconsistencies and guarantee its credibility. 

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) and community workshops are manifestations of participatory 

evaluation in the context of APPGM-SDG, where the beneficiaries, local leaders, and project team 

jointly evaluate outcomes. Such a strategy corresponds with the perspectives of Kleszczowski and 

Raulet-Croset (2022), who considered the social impact evaluation as a practice area where both 

experiential stories and empirical evidence are appreciated. The article by Wolff et al. (2021) is a 

powerful analogy based on their study of data collection on flood monitoring in Indonesia, which 

showed how the involvement of the community in data collection can improve the quality of 

evidence and validity of findings. 

The participatory evaluation framework of PSSM in APPGM-SDG is similar to these practices in 

the world, which document analysis is integrated with FGDs and a second analysis of participatory 

monitoring and evaluation (M&E) reports. It is in the process of social scientists co-producing 
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knowledge with communities that leads to feedback journeys, which enhance the design of projects 

and project accountability (Handley, 2025). These approaches help create a more complex 

conceptualization of social impact, beyond the numerical data, to the empowerment, inclusivity, 

and resilience. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

By synthesizing the reviewed literature, the researchers develop a conceptual framework that 

places PSSM as a knowledge intermediary, which works within the ecosystem of APPGM-SDG. 

The framework will presuppose a causal direction in which the social science inputs of PSSM, 

which are training, implementation, and participatory assessment, will improve collaborative 

activities among scholars, policymakers, and CSOs, resulting in better community performance on 

the social, economic, and environmental fronts. These data findings add to the Indo-Pacific 

region's potential to learn from other regions and transfer policies.  

 

The literature offers a theoretical basis for this study's examination of PSSM's role within the 

APPGM-SDG framework. This research aims to contextualise Malaysia's micro-grant project 

within global discourses on localisation, participation, and knowledge governance, seeking to 

provide insights that enhance academic comprehension and foster practical policy innovation in 

the pursuit of the 2030 agenda.  

In addition, the literature reviewed highlights four general lessons. First, micro-grant processes, 

with participatory learning, are useful tools to empower communities to make contributions 

towards the SDGs. Second, CSOs are essential collaborators in the localisation of global agendas, 

but their performance requires institutional capacity and interdisciplinary expertise. Third, social 

science organisations like PSSM may bridge the gap between academic knowledge and practice 

implementation so that local initiatives are theoretically informed and empirically tested. Lastly, 

participatory evaluation frameworks based on a mixed methods design contribute to accountability 

and reflexivity of learning globally. 

In summary, the literature provides a theoretical foundation for investigating the role of PSSM 

within the APPGM-SDG framework as explored in this study. The placement of the micro-grant 

initiative in Malaysia in the context of global discourses around the issues of localisation, 

participation, and knowledge governance makes this research generate knowledge that can 

promote academic knowledge and the implementation of a policy, in this case, in the direction of 

the 2030 Agenda. 
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Figure 1: Conceptual Framework 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design and Rationale 

This study applied a content-analytic approach based on two complementary techniques, i.e., 

document analysis and secondary analysis of Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) reports. The 

method was chosen to provide a comprehensive analysis of textual data inside the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group Malaysia on Sustainable Development Goals (APPGM-SDG) framework, 

specifically concentrating on the micro-grant cycles for 2023–2024.  

In line with Bengtsson (2016), the content-analytic method in the research included analytical 

coding, categorisation, and interpretation of textual information to detect common themes and 

contextual details throughout APPGM-SDG reports and the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) 

datasets. 

 

Document Analysis 

Document analysis was carried out with the aim of contextualizing the APPGM-SDG micro-grant 

initiative as well as to define the recurrent patterns of practice and assessment. The documents 

PSSM’s Social 
Science Inputs

 

Collaborative 
Processes 

Community 
Outcomes 

Regional 
Learning & 

Policy Transfer 



26th AASSEREC Biennial General Conference 

3-5 December 2025 | New Delhi, India 

 

Sub-theme #3: Sustainable Policies for a Changing Indo-Pacific: Social Sciences at the Crossroads 

 

 

13 
 

selected include: (1) APPGM SDG Annual Reports (2023; 2024) and (2) SDGs & Project Impact 

Evaluation reports. All these documents were analyzed based on three dimensions, namely (a) 

measures of social, economic and environmental impact; (b) participatory approaches in the 

implementation of projects and (c) cross sector cooperation forms. A hybrid coding scheme was 

created that consisted of deductive categories based on the research goals (implementation to 

evaluation) with inductive codes generated by textual regularities. According to Barroga and 

Matanguihan (2022), this approach helps to remain analysis theoretically based and context-based. 

The codes were divided into four dimensions of analysis: (a) theory of change and project 

conceptual frameworks; (b) social, economic, and environmental impact indicators; (c) 

participatory mechanisms of implementation; and (d) collaborative structures of governance. 

 

Secondary Analysis of Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Reports 

The second approach consisted of quantitative content analysis of formal M&E reports prepared 

by APPGM regional coordinators and PSSM evaluators. Such reports included project-level 

information on the number of beneficiaries, gender distribution, income difference, and 

environmental performance. Secondary analysis allowed the researchers to derive similar 

measures without causing additional data-collection burdens to participating institutions. Handley 

(2025) noted that the efficacy of social impact evaluation may be improved by examining current 

M&E data, which minimizes redundancy if the researcher critically evaluates the reliability of the 

data and its contextual validity. In this study, M&E datasets were filtered on three bases: (1) 

projects that were implemented in 2023-2024, (2) endline data that are available, and (3) the fact 

that the project is related to three SDG dimensions: social, economic, and environmental.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

This paper explored APPGM-SDG micro-grant programme in Malaysia in the period of 2023-

2024, including how PSSM facilitates the implementation and assessment of projects; outcomes 

at the community level; cross-sector cooperation; and policy lessons for the Indo-Pacific region. 

The results are synthesised based on the analysis of documents, secondary evaluation reports, and 

the official volume of the APPGM-SDG impact (Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). 

 

The Influence of PSSM on the implementation and assessment of a project 

The evidence emphasizes that PSSM has made a substantial contribution to the development of 

the intellectual and methodological background of the implementation of micro-grants. In the 
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initial programme cycles, 95 percent of the implementing organisations evidently indicated SDG 

alignment in their suggestions. This alignment depicts the ingrained Theory of Change logic that 

connects the inputs, outputs, and outcomes, which align with the established programme design 

models (Funnell & Rogers, 2011). The PSSM training modules and evaluator guidance notes 

helped the CSOs create evaluation literacy and enhanced the quality of the proposal development 

and monitoring systems.  

In implementation, PSSM supported a systematic impact-evaluation strategy, which is 

identification, verification, and validation, which involves knowledge transfer practices between 

academic specialists and field professionals (see Figure 2). The assessment rubric with six impact 

dimensions (deep, clear, wide, high, SDG and gender) aided systematic measurement of social and 

systemic impacts, which is consistent with the principles of developmental-evaluation (Patton, 

2011) and social-impact measurement frameworks that focus on integrating both qualitative and 

quantitative data (Schön, 2017). 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Methodology for IE: IE Three-Step Approach 

Source: Sity Daud and Rashila Ramli (2024, p. 12) 

 

The results of the assessment (i.e., the impact evaluation) support the importance of PSSM in 

enhancing the culture of monitoring among CSOs. High performance in areas like knowledge 

gains and SDG implementation show that assessment requirements are an indicator of high 

standards of evaluation (Sharifah Syahirah Syed Shikh et al. 2024).  
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In short, PSSM allowed implementation micro-grants more structured and evidence-driven, 

speaking in favour of the usefulness of social-science intermediaries in SDG localisation and 

innovation in the public sector (Head, 2022). Although the influence was high, project variability 

indicates the existence of irregularities in capacity among grassroots organisations: the technical 

scaffolding process must be continued over cycles. 

 

Social, Economic, and Environmental Benefits at the Community Level 

The programme brought about multidimensional benefits in line with global literature on SDG 

localization (UNDP, 2022). The program successfully implemented 97% of the projects in the 

given cohort, demonstrating its ability to function even in environments with limited resources. 

Some initiatives had impact scores as high as 24/25, meaning a high level of performance in the 

deep/clear/wide/high rubric (Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). 

 

Social Impacts 

An outstanding success was social empowerment through skill-building, confidence-improvement, 

participation, and building of networks. The highest scores on dimensions were network-building 

(“wide impact”) (Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024), which indicates the presence of benefits in 

collaboration, and, similar to the collective-impact theory, cross-sector coalitions are the key to 

meeting the complex development challenges (Kania & Kramer, 2011). Improvements in self-

confidence, leadership potential, and collaboration with peers also record the gains in self-

confidence and leadership capacity, as well as the skills acquisition (the deep and clear dimension) 

(Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). In rural and semi-urban areas where the institutional 

infrastructure might be poor, greater social connectivity and empowerment can be converted into 

resilience in the long term and self-sufficiency to develop. In such a manner, the APPGM-SDG 

micro-grants not only help implement projects but also led to structural changes in community 

agencies and civic participation. 

 

Economic Impacts 

Among the economic advantages is a boost in household earnings and new livelihood opportunities, 

specifically in the agro-business, organic farming, and micro-enterprise initiatives (Sity Daud & 

Rashila Ramli, 2024). These benefits prove that micro-grants may help people diversify their 

income and start their own businesses (Banerjee & Duflo, 2019). The orientation of the programme 
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towards the People- and Prosperity-focused contributed to the enhancement of the local productive 

forces of vulnerable populations. 

 

Environmental Impacts 

There were environmental advantages, for instance, programs for managing garbage, buy-back 

recycling, and agro-ecological practices showed that people changed their behaviour and were 

more conscious of the environment (Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). Several initiatives were 

directly linked to SDG goals, such as 12.5.1 (reducing trash by reusing and recycling) and 12.8.1 

(community environmental awareness programs). This result shows that grassroots efforts are 

starting to correlate with global sustainability indicators and align with global research 

emphasising the significance of community engagement in environmental stewardship and 

transitions to a circular economy (United Nations Environment Programme, 2022).  

 

Collaboration Among Scholars, Policymakers, and Civil Society Organisations 

One of the most important concepts of the APPGM-SDG was working collaboratively with people 

from different fields. The initiative established integrated planning, evaluator training, and review 

processes, therefore formalising collaboration among legislators, academic institutions, and CSOs 

(Sity Daud & Rashila Ramli, 2024). This is in line with co-production models that encourage 

sharing information and decentralised leadership in public governance (Ansell & Torfing, 2021).   

PSSM's involvement made this multi-actor design much better by adding social scientific 

knowledge and scientific methods to the collaboration process. For example, PSSM was in charge 

of setting up training, setting criteria for assessments, and coming up with a unified method to look 

at the social, economic, and environmental effects. This is similar to Kania and Kramer's (2011) 

"collective impact" model, which pointed out that in order to keep individuals engaged in tackling 

complex social issues, there must be coordinated collaboration across sectors, shared evaluation 

criteria, and facilitators. 

PSSM is a crucial actor in building a collaborative environment in APPGM-SDG initiatives. PSSM 

makes the APPGM-SDG micro-grant model a scalable approach to localise the SDGs by 

leveraging social science frameworks, enabling shared learning, making it simpler for individuals 

to become engaged in policy, and allowing networks form across sectors.  For the 2023–2024 cycle, 

these collaborative methods seem to help the "network" and "system" parts of impact becoming 

stronger. This suggests that the ecosystem is maturing and becoming better at addressing problems 

together and over time. 
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Lessons for Indo-Pacific Micro-Grant Procedures 

The APPGM-SDG micro-grant project in Malaysia is a great example of how to make SDG 

implementation better in the Indo-Pacific region. The initiative proves that the integration of social 

science experts, the promotion of collaborations among the public, private, and nonprofit sectors, 

and the incorporation of iterative learning cycles into the program yield significant impacts at the 

grassroots level. These traits are in line with global guidelines that decentralised innovation, 

inclusive governance, and decision-making based on evidence are all necessary for sustainable 

development (ESCAP, 2022; UNDP IEO, 2022). Consequently, numerous lessons can be utilised 

for other micro-grant initiatives in various regions of the Indo-Pacific. 

First, the Malaysian example shows how important it is to include assessment design from the start 

of a program. PSSM's early involvement ensure that monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 

frameworks such as theory-of-change models, baseline and endline measurement expectations, 

and SDG indicator mapping were included from the start. Institutional partnerships with academic 

or research organisations that can formalise monitoring and evaluation processes and offer 

technical help during implementation could help Indo-Pacific micro-grant projects. 

Second, creating capacity was very important for the program's success. Sity Daud and Rashila 

Ramli (2024) noted that the changes to proposal templates, evaluator training modules, and 

monthly review sessions are all part of a learning-driven governance approach. Indo-Pacific 

projects, particularly in resource-limited settings like Pacific island nations or isolated Southeast 

Asian areas, should contemplate the establishment of enduring educational infrastructures, 

including consistent coaching, peer-exchange platforms, and evaluator certification routes. 

Third, the Malaysian case shows that network building may be both a result and a way to get what 

you want. High "wide impact" rankings show that the program may help build networks across 

sectors, such as between CSOs, universities, local communities, and legislative offices. Micro-

grant projects in other places should not see network formation as just a side effect of 

implementation. Instead, they should see it as a clear goal, with success metrics measuring the 

number of partnerships, the quality of cooperation, and the number of institutional links. 

Fourth, the Malaysian program stresses that all SDGs should get the same amount of attention. 

The ecosystems in the Indo-Pacific region are weak, the region is vulnerable to climate change, 

and the way it is governed is different. The portfolios for development should focus on making the 

world more peaceful, protecting biodiversity, and making the environment stronger (United 

Nations, 2023). To ensure that the SDG focus is in line with the profiles of local vulnerabilities, 

future programs should include weighting mechanisms or theme quotas. 
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Fifth, the Malaysian experience stresses how important it is to gather detailed information, such as 

tracking beneficiaries one by one and reporting by gender. This idea fits with global frameworks 

that highlight "Leave No One Behind." From the start, Indo-Pacific micro-grant projects that work 

with Indigenous, rural, or island communities should include demographic tagging, vulnerability 

mapping, and participatory data validation. 

Sixth, adaptive design is needed for contextual limitations. It was hard for Malaysian projects in 

rural areas to get things done and stay in touch, and it got worse during the COVID-19 movement 

restriction period. Today, there are still problems like these in the Indo-Pacific, particularly in 

countries with a lot of islands and rural areas with mountains (UNESCAP, 2022). To ensure that 

projects are delivered on time, they need flexible schedules for when they will be implemented, 

decentralised reporting systems, such as mobile-based monitoring tools, and extra funding for 

logistics. 

Lastly, the Malaysian example demonstrates the significance of repeated feedback loops. 

Stakeholders were able to change management, fix mistakes, and change the project's direction 

thanks to ongoing review and communication. This echoes with the principles of developmental 

assessment (Patton, 2011; Ansell & Torfing, 2021). Indo-Pacific micro-grant frameworks could do 

something similar by making quarterly learning cycles, co-review forums, and real-time data 

dashboards as a normal part of their work. 

Based on the Malaysian experiences, the Indo-Pacific needs structural support systems for micro-

grant ecosystems to work well. These are academic partnerships, learning infrastructures, 

participatory measurement, and networks that cross sectors. Policymakers do not need to copy the 

Malaysian model exactly; they can change their main parts—small grants, local ownership, 

assessment scaffolding, and iterative learning—to fit the way they govern and the culture of their 

country. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Conclusion 

This paper concludes that Malaysia's APPGM-SDG micro-grant model, which is supported by 

PSSM's leadership in social sciences, is a good example of how to organise grassroots SDG 

localisation. There were clear effects on society and the economy from these initiatives, and over 

time, they helped to preserve the environment. It also set up connections between the people 

involved. The strategy works, but there are still problems with achieving a fair distribution of SDG 

themes, making partnerships and the environment better, and making indicators more precise. To 
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make micro-grant projects important tools for decentralised sustainable development in the Indo-

Pacific, these gaps need to be filled. 

 

Recommendation  

A clear set of suggestions could help make micro-grant projects in Malaysia and the rest of the 

Indo-Pacific better. To keep the “Leave No One Behind idea” alive, data systems need to be better 

by using standardised SDG indicators, keeping track of progress from baseline to endline, and 

reporting that breaks down data by gender and vulnerability. Project portfolios should include more 

than just the main themes of "People" and "Prosperity." They should also include making 

partnerships and protecting the environment. This would help the SDG pillars be more balanced. 

For the long term, building networks and making them a part of institutions should be seen as 

important goals. There should be metrics that track coalition growth and the creation of standard 

operating procedures and governance structures. To ensure that methods are consistent and local 

knowledge is enhanced, capacity-building must persist through ongoing evaluator training, peer-

learning forums, and specialised social-science advisory centres. Regular reviews and digital 

monitoring systems are examples of real-time adaptive management tools that should be made 

official to make it easier to deal with different situations. Adding ecological indicators and working 

with environmental experts could also make environmental reporting better. 

Malaysia's experiences could be shared more widely through South-South collaboration platforms, 

for instance, Indo-Pacific learning networks, toolkits, and exchange programs. These could help 

make SDG localisation more common. Graduation models, coaching, and financing options for 

scaling up should all help make paths to sustainability stronger. Finally, inclusion must stay 

important, with targeted outreach to groups that are not included and a thorough peer review of 

proposals to ensure that the indicators and reasoning for the assessment are clear before funding. 

These steps demonstrate how Malaysia's APPGM-SDG model, rooted in social science, data 

integrity, and intersectoral collaboration, can be enhanced and serve as a paradigm for equitable, 

evidence-driven sustainable development throughout the region. 

 

Final Reflection 

The APPGM-SDG project and the role of PSSM demonstrate that micro-grants, when integrated 

with participatory learning, collaborative governance, and social-science rigour, can facilitate 

significant transformations in grassroots development. As countries in the Indo-Pacific look for 

SDG localisation models that can be used in a variety of situations and on a larger scale, Malaysia's 
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experience—especially how it brought together civil society leadership, academic knowledge, and 

parliamentary pathways—can help speed up fair and lasting progress towards the 2030 Agenda. 
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