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Abstract: The world is witnessing the rise of protectionism, fierce geopolitical 
competition and instability and unpredictability from the great powers. This can be clearly 
seen through a series of issues that have occurred recently such as: The increasingly deep 
US-China strategic competition, crises and conflicts in many regions... Most recently, the 
US President Donald Trump's administration has imposed tariff policies on many countries. 

In the current international context, the steadfast path of self-reliance, self-reliance and 
self-strengthening has become a decisive strategic orientation for Vietnam's sustainable 
development in the new era, the era of rising up. Vietnam identifies international 
integration as an important strategy to consolidate its political position, promote economic 
development, ensure national security, and increase the country's influence on the world 
map. International integration has gradually developed through periods, from limited, 
selective, ideological integration, initial economic integration to the current “deep, 
comprehensive international integration”. 

Therefore, it is necessary to correctly perceive the trend of the world situation, deeply 
and comprehensively understand international integration in the current context. The 
article asserts that Vietnam's scientific research is adapting to the new situation, with the 
goal of clearly analyzing the current international situation, orienting Vietnam's 
international integration; clarifying a suitable economic growth model. In addition, 
studying cultural characteristics, maximizing the strengths of Vietnamese people, policies 
that Vietnam needs to deal with countries around the world, especially with major 
countries, strategic partners, countries in the region, and neighbors of Vietnam; building 
a system of viewpoints on protecting the Fatherland in the new situation, maintaining 
sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as political ideology, ensuring the leadership 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam. 
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International integration is an important strategy to consolidate political position, promote 
economic development, ensure national security, and increase the country's influence on 
the world map. Vietnam is grasping the flow of the power of the times and "raising the 
level" of international integration with revolutionary, breakthrough, national, scientific, 
and highly contemporary viewpoints. 

1. Opportunities and challenges for Vietnam in the new international context 

1.1. Opportunities 

First, the trend of peace, cooperation and development continues to be the main stream 
and the aspiration of the people of the world. Although the world is witnessing many local 
conflicts and fierce strategic competition among major powers, the vast majority of 
countries still prioritize the pursuit of security, peace and development. This creates a 
favorable foundation for Vietnam to implement an independent, autonomous foreign 
policy, diversifying and multilateralizing international relations. The Southeast Asian 
regional environment is basically peaceful and stable, creating conditions for Vietnam to 
focus resources on economic development, industrialization and modernization of the 
country, while strengthening defense and security potential to firmly protect independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Second, the fourth industrial revolution is opening up unprecedented development 
opportunities in history. This wave of technology is creating breakthroughs in productivity 
and production efficiency through the integration of advanced digital technologies such as 
artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, big data, cloud computing and automation. 
The convergence between the digital space and the real world is fundamentally changing 
the way of production, consumption and social interaction. For Vietnam, this is an 
opportunity for rapid development in a number of areas, narrowing the development gap 
with advanced countries. The application of digital technology can help increase labor 
productivity, optimize production processes, improve product and service quality, thereby 
enhancing the competitiveness of the economy. 

Third, the restructuring of the global supply chain after the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
shift in international geo-economics are creating opportunities for Vietnam to attract 
investment and participate more deeply in the global production network. The trend of 
diversifying supply sources and shifting production by multinational corporations creates 
conditions for Vietnam to welcome a new wave of investment, especially in high-tech and 
supporting industries. Favorable geographical location, stable political environment, 
competitive production costs and abundant labor force are important advantages that help 
Vietnam become an attractive destination in the supply chain restructuring strategy of 
global enterprises.  
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Fourth, the network of new-generation free trade agreements that Vietnam participates in 
is opening up a large space for development. With 16 signed FTAs, including important 
agreements such as CPTPP, EVFTA, RCEP, Vietnam has established preferential trade 
relations with more than 60 economies, including all major trading partners. New-
generation FTAs not only facilitate market access with high levels of incentives but also 
promote institutional reform towards transparency, modernity and conformity with 
international standards. Effective implementation of FTA commitments will contribute to 
improving the competitiveness of domestic enterprises, attracting high-quality investment 
and promoting sustainable growth model transformation. 

Fifth, the development trend of new economic models such as digital economy, green 
economy, and circular economy is creating opportunities for sustainable development. 
Digital economy opens up new growth opportunities through the digitalization of 
traditional economic sectors and the development of innovative business models. Green 
economy and circular economy help optimize resource use, reduce emissions and protect 
the environment, while creating new industries and services. Vietnam can take advantage 
of these trends to restructure the economy towards modernity and sustainability, while 
attracting international resources for green development and climate change response. 
Finally, the development of regional and sub-regional cooperation also opens up new 
opportunities for Vietnam. In the context of challenges to globalization, regional 
cooperation initiatives are being strongly promoted, creating conditions for countries to 
take advantage of geographical advantages and complement each other in development. 
Vietnam can take advantage of its strategic location in Southeast Asia to enhance 
connectivity and cooperation with regional partners, especially through mechanisms such 
as ASEAN, the Mekong Sub-region and economic corridors. 

2.2. Challenges 

First, fierce strategic competition between major powers, especially the US-China 
relationship, is creating far-reaching impacts on the world and regional order. This poses 
complex challenges for Vietnam in balancing relations and avoiding being caught up in 
geopolitical competition. The increasing trend of factionalization, demarcation and force 
gathering can put pressure on countries to "choose sides", reducing the space for 
independence in planning and implementing foreign policies. 

Second, globalization is revealing its limitations and facing the risk of fragmentation. 
Protectionism, populism and anti-globalization trends are on the rise in many countries, 
leading to the decline of multilateralism and global institutions. Existing global governance 
mechanisms are proving ineffective in addressing transnational challenges such as climate 
change, pandemics and financial crises. This could negatively affect the favorable 
international environment that Vietnam needs for development and integration. 
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Third, the uncertainties and risks in the world economy. The double impact of the US-
China decoupling and geopolitical conflicts are increasing the risk of global recession and 
economic crisis. Rising inflation, broken supply chains, and strong fluctuations in 
commodity and energy prices are creating major challenges for the economies of countries, 
especially emerging and developing economies like Vietnam. The shift of global supply 
chains, although opening up opportunities, also poses challenges in terms of reception 
capacity and the ability to meet increasingly high international standards. Fourth, the risk 
of falling behind and increasing the digital gap for developing countries. Vietnam is facing 
major challenges in terms of digital infrastructure, high-tech human resources, legal 
framework for the digital economy, and innovation capacity. The rapid development of 
new technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and 5G also poses challenges 
in cybersecurity and data protection. 

Fifth, the increase and complexity of non-traditional security issues. Climate change, 
natural disasters, epidemics, food security, energy security, cyber security, and 
transnational crime are becoming increasingly serious challenges. These issues require a 
comprehensive approach and close international cooperation, while existing cooperation 
mechanisms are still limited. For Vietnam, responding to non-traditional security 
challenges requires large resources and effective governance capacity. 

Sixth, FTAs place high demands on institutional reform, policy transparency, 
environmental and labor protection, intellectual property, and public procurement. Meeting 
these standards requires great efforts in institutional reform and capacity building of 
domestic enterprises. In addition, increased competitive pressure from imported goods may 
negatively impact some domestic manufacturing industries. 

Finally, the challenge of sustainable development and green transition is becoming more 
urgent. Pressure from the international community to reduce emissions, develop renewable 
energy and protect the environment is increasing. The transition to a green and low-carbon 
growth model requires large investments in technology and infrastructure, while Vietnam's 
resources are limited. New trade barriers related to the environment and carbon emissions 
may also affect the market access of exported goods. 

2. International integration perspective 

The idea of international integration is not new but has appeared since the founding of the 
country. Specifically, in early 1946, when the United Nations General Assembly held its 
first session in London, President Ho Chi Minh sent a letter of welcome and asked to join 
the United Nations. This affirms that President Ho Chi Minh laid the foundation for today's 
strong and healthy international relations. 

Vietnam identifies international integration as an important strategy to consolidate its 
political position, promote economic development, ensure national security, and increase 
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the country's influence on the world map. International integration has gradually developed 
through the periods, from limited, selective, ideological integration, initial economic 
integration to the current “deep, comprehensive international integration”. 

The 9th Party Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam first proposed the policy of 
“international economic integration”. The 11th National Congress of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam marked a shift in thinking from “international economic integration” to 
“international integration in all fields”. Resolution No. 22-NQ/TW on international 
integration dated April 10, 2013 of the Politburo is the concretization of the international 
integration policy with the policy of “proactive and active international integration”. In 
2021, at the 13th National Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam, this strategic 
orientation was once again developed and perfected into “proactive and active 
comprehensive, deep and effective international integration”. 

Through the Congresses, the Integration policy has been continuously affirmed, clarified 
and expanded from economic integration to comprehensive integration to open up and 
expand relations with countries and international organizations, mobilize external 
resources for socio-economic development and enhance the role and position of the country, 
bringing Vietnam into the world politics, the international economy and human civilization. 
ll The Resolution is an important, comprehensive directive document of the Party on 
international integration, setting out goals, guiding viewpoints and orienting tasks and 
major solutions to improve the quality, efficiency, synchronization, comprehensiveness 
and breadth of international integration in the new situation, bringing the country firmly 
into a new era, an era of national development. This is one of four key resolutions bringing 
the country into a new era, including: Resolution 68 on Private Economic Development; 
Resolution 66 on Innovation in Law Making and Enforcement to Meet the Requirements 
of National Development in the New Era; Resolution 57 on Breakthroughs in Science, 
Technology, Innovation and National Digital Transformation; and Resolution 59 on 
International Integration in the new situation. 

The general objective of Resolution 59 is to improve the quality, efficiency, 
synchronization, comprehensiveness, and breadth of international integration, maintain a 
peaceful and stable environment, and practically contribute to building, developing, and 
protecting the country. Maximize the use of external resources and favorable conditions to 
build an independent, autonomous, self-reliant, self-reliant, and rapidly and sustainably 
developing economy; perfect the socialist rule-of-law State of Vietnam of the people, by 
the people, and for the people; constantly improve the people's lives comprehensively, for 
the happiness of the people; preserve and promote the cultural values and strength of the 
Vietnamese people, and strengthen the nation's overall strength; enhance the country's role, 
position, and international prestige. In the early to mid-21st century, Vietnam will become 
a developed, high-income country with a socialist orientation.  
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To achieve the above general goal, the resolution identifies four specific goals: (i) 
International economic integration, (ii) International integration in politics, defense, and 
security, (iii) International integration in science, technology, innovation, culture, society, 
tourism, environment, education and training, health care, and other fields, (iv) Improving 
capacity and political mettle for international integration. 

International integration is an important strategy to consolidate political position, promote 
economic development, ensure national security, and enhance the country's influence on 
the world map. It can be said that Resolution 59 has captured the flow of the power of the 
times and “raised” international integration with revolutionary, breakthrough, national, 
scientific, and highly contemporary viewpoints.  

International economic integration is still the focus and is supported by integration in 
other fields. In the context of the current complex international political situation, over-
reliance on one market contains many risks, so it is necessary to expand and diversify the 
market. At the same time, increase the added value and science and technology content in 
trade and sustainable development. 

The world situation is complicated, with both struggle and cooperation, it is necessary to 
create a peaceful environment, favorable for strengthening relations between countries, 
effectively supporting political, defense and security integration. Build and consolidate 
strategic trust, increase intertwined interests to prevent the risk of war and conflict. Promote 
the role and strengths of defense diplomacy and public security diplomacy in resolving 
suspicions and disagreements, increasing trust, paving the way for cooperation and 
integration in a number of other areas, especially emerging economic areas. Ensure that 
Vietnam is always among the countries with the most peaceful and safe environment in the 
world. Strengthen the framework of relations with partners and international organizations 
to go into depth, stability and sustainability, bringing practical results. Enhance the role, 
positive and proactive contributions of Vietnam in the common efforts of the international 
community for peace, cooperation and development. Strive to be a core member of a 
number of regional and international cooperation mechanisms, focusing on ASEAN, the 
United Nations, and the Asia-Pacific region. Promote the building of a comprehensive and 
synchronous diplomacy with three pillars: party diplomacy, state diplomacy, and people-
to-people diplomacy. Combine internal strength with external strength, enhance potential, 
self-reliance in national defense and security; build a revolutionary, disciplined, elite, and 
modern People's Army and People's Police. 

In addition, the fields of science, technology and innovation, culture, society, tourism, 
environment, education and training, health and some other fields also need to be 
implemented. Improve the quality of international integration in science and technology, 
coupled with technology risk management, focus on technology acquisition and mastery 
of some key technologies. Strive to have Vietnam in the top 40 countries in the world in 
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the Global Innovation Index by 2030 and continuously improve its ranking in the following 
years; at least 40% of the total number of enterprises have innovation activities; make 
Vietnam an attractive destination for international cultural, sports and tourism exchanges, 
in the top 30 countries with the world's leading tourism competitiveness; basically 
complete the United Nations’ sustainable development goals; bring Vietnam's education 
and health system to an advanced level in the region; develop a number of major 
universities in the top group of the Asia-Pacific region and the group of the top 100 
universities in the world. 

At the same time, enhance political capacity and mettle through effective implementation 
of leadership, direction and coordination of international integration activities, the work of 
converting regulations in international treaties into legal norms and law enforcement 
capacity, and commitments to international agreements. Create fundamental changes in the 
quality of human resources and international integration capacity of cadres at all levels, on 
par with regional levels. Strengthen political and ideological education, especially for the 
younger generation, effectively preventing plots and sabotage activities of hostile forces1. 

3. Social sciences and humanities adapt to international integration 

We have witnessed a century of flourishing social sciences in the 20th century. And in 
the first decades of the 21st century, we have also witnessed great changes in the system 
of social sciences in countries around the world. However, the crisis that took place in the 
last two decades of the 20th century also had a strong impact on society and the social 
sciences. And in the early 21st century, the social sciences have changed rapidly to meet 
the new requirements of social life as well as to ensure their valuable existence in the new 
context. And increasingly, the social sciences and humanities have changed more rapidly 
under the influence of many different factors, of which the two most powerful factors are 
the globalization process and the development of digital technology. 

In the new era of development of Vietnam, social sciences and humanities continue to 
play a very important role. Social sciences are considered the leaders of national 
development, natural sciences and technology are considered the driving force and tools to 
achieve development goals. 

3.1. The role and contribution of Vietnamese social sciences  

Social sciences and humanities play an important role in building civic awareness and 
patriotism; in human development, in which people are both the goal and the driving force 
of social development; people are invaluable assets of every nation. Social sciences provide 
scientific and practical arguments for planning national development policies and 
guidelines, effective national governance, solving social problems, and responding to 

 
1 Resolution No. 59-NQ/TW on international integration in the new situation. 
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contemporary and global challenges. Social sciences also contribute to preserving and 
promoting national cultural identity... With the above meanings, social sciences and 
humanities play an important role, contributing to creating national “soft power”. 

The role of social sciences in general and the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences in 
particular is extremely important. With thousands of research works, books and magazines 
at home and abroad, the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences is one of the units with great 
contributions in Vietnam in terms of the number of social science and humanities works. 
The Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences is also the place that trains many leading 
scientists with outstanding scientific achievements. 

The research results of the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences have contributed to 
providing scientific arguments for the formation and development of the country's 
comprehensive renovation policy. In particular, providing scientific arguments and advice 
to the Party and State of Vietnam on important policies and guidelines such as the transition 
from a centrally planned economy to a socialist-oriented market economy, periods of crisis, 
or changes in the international context.  

The Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences has discussed core issues to help the Party and 
State make the right strategic directions, especially since the renovation, such as the issue 
of a socialist-oriented market economy, the development of a multi-sector economy, 
industrialization, modernization, etc. Recently, Vietnamese social sciences have 
researched new issues such as the 4.0 Industrial Revolution, Green Economy/Green 
Growth, Circular Economy, Digital Economy, etc. 

The Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences provides arguments and advice to the Party 
and State in building and implementing the foreign policy of “multilateralization and 
diversification of international relations”, and orientations for relations with major 
countries and regions. The Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences puts forward the 
viewpoint that Vietnam needs to proactively and actively participate in international 
economic integration at all levels, bilaterally, multilaterally, regionally and globally. 

3.2. Promote social science research in current practice 

In the development process of each country, social sciences and humanities play an 
important role in providing scientific evidence, discovering problems and proposing 
solutions to solve socio-economic, religious, ethnic issues... Vietnamese social scientists, 
including the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences, are making efforts to contribute to this 
common cause. 

Clarifying the concept of international integration today 

Vietnamese social sciences have the task of researching and clarifying the trends of the 
current international situation, orienting Vietnam's international integration. New 
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perceptions and actions in international integration must be thoroughly understood and put 
into practice. Accordingly, the awareness of proactive, active international integration in a 
synchronous, comprehensive, extensive and effective manner is a major strategic 
orientation of the Party, an important driving force for the development and protection of 
the Fatherland, the realization of progress, social justice, environmental protection, 
preservation and promotion of national cultural identity that needs to be unified from the 
Central to the local level, to each organization, each person and enterprise. The Party and 
State's guidelines and policies on international integration, the requirements, tasks, 
opportunities, rights, responsibilities and obligations of Vietnam in international 
integration need to be disseminated and thoroughly understood throughout the Party, the 
entire people and the entire army. 

In which, economic integration is identified as the center, integration in other fields must 
facilitate economic integration with the top priority being economic restructuring, growth 
model innovation and digital transformation promotion. Clarifying industries with 
advantages and potential, prioritizing resource mobilization for key areas and projects such 
as strategic infrastructure in transportation, energy such as high-speed railways, highways, 
seaport systems, airports; nuclear power plants, wind power, solar power; reducing 
emissions and neutralizing carbon to avoid waste and achieve high efficiency. Research to 
clarify appropriate economic growth models. In particular, recently Vietnam has 
mentioned a lot about the role of the private economic sector. 

Integration in politics, security and defense must aim to enhance the country's potential 
and position, protect the Fatherland early, from afar, when the country is not yet in danger. 
International integration must effectively promote the network of established partnerships 
to increase political trust, mobilize resources for development, resolve existing problems 
by peaceful means, and strengthen cooperation on the basis of respect and compliance with 
international law. 

Science, technology and innovation must be identified as the top important breakthrough, 
the driving force for rapid development of productive forces, and the improvement of 
production relations in the spirit of Resolution 57. Therefore, international integration in 
science, technology and innovation must aim at bringing domestic standards and 
regulations on science and technology closer to advanced international standards and 
practices. Thereby, quickly improving national competitiveness, expanding the country's 
development space, mobilizing and taking advantage of international resources and 
strongly promoting domestic resources to develop priority and spearhead industries, 
emerging industries and innovation fields. 

Building a cooperation and development strategy in line with world trends 
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Vietnamese social sciences need to build a clear cooperation and integration strategy in 
social sciences and humanities, identify strategic partners, orientations, goals, content and 
methods of cooperation. Refer to cooperation trends and experiences of leading scientific 
institutions and research institutes in the world to determine appropriate approaches and 
focus of cooperation. 

In every innovation effort, the human factor always plays a central role. The research staff 
are the ones who directly realize new thinking, strategies and methods. Therefore, there 
needs to be a specific and long-term policy to build this team in a professional, dynamic 
and globally minded direction. 

In which, discovering, nurturing and assigning tasks to young researchers is the key point. 
Young researchers with foreign language skills, multicultural skills and sensitivity to 
international trends need to be trusted, empowered and encouraged to play a role in cross-
border cooperation programs. There needs to be a mechanism of “learning by doing”, 
where researchers have the opportunity to participate in practice, thereby training their 
integration capacity and multidimensional critical thinking. In addition, it is necessary to 
build a continuous learning ecosystem through training, seminars, talks, and academic 
exchanges with domestic and foreign experts. Connecting with international academic 
organizations is not only a means of updating knowledge, but also an opportunity to expand 
the network, enhancing the position of the unit and the country in the international arena. 

At the same time, social sciences pay attention to and apply advanced management 
methods and tools in the world. Upgrade standards and regulations in research, evaluate 
research according to international standards. Improve the quality of human resources in 
social science research. The number of researchers in social sciences is decreasing, lacking 
leading experts with the ability to orient and lead large, new, and complex research 
activities. Implement policies to attract and promote talents, develop specific policies and 
regulations; some preferential policies for social science researchers. 

In the new era of development of Vietnam, social sciences and humanities continue to 
play a very important role. Social sciences are considered the leaders of national 
development, natural sciences and technology are considered the driving force and tool to 
achieve development goals. Social sciences and humanities play an important role in 
building civic awareness and patriotism; in human development, in which people are both 
the goal and the driving force of social development; people are the invaluable asset of 
every nation. Social sciences provide scientific and practical arguments to serve the 
planning of national development policies and guidelines, effective national governance, 
solving social problems, and responding to contemporary and global challenges. Social 
sciences also contribute to preserving and promoting national cultural identity... With the 
above meanings, social sciences and humanities play an important role, contributing to 
creating national “soft power”. Social sciences need to develop thinking and orientation 
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for international integration in the coming period, creating the driving force for Vietnam 
to develop to ensure the goals of independence, freedom, happiness, prosperity, and 
longevity./. 
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