
 
 

 

 
 

 

Program Showcase:  
Boosting Social Sciences and their Contribution to Better Lives across the Indo-Pacific 

06 - 07 May 2026 

 

Wednesday 6 May 2026  

3:30–4:30am UTC /  
1:30-2.30pm AEST / 09:00–10:00am IST / 10:30am-011:30 ICT/ 11:30am-12:30pm MYT, PHST / 
11:30pm – 12:30am EDT 
1. Welcome 

 
Prof Dhananjay Singh, AASSREC President and Member Secretary for the International 
Social Science Research Council  
 

2. Opening Remarks 
 
Dr Chris Hatherly, CEO of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia 
 

Session 1: Program Overview and Achievements  

3. Key milestones, regional engagement, research outputs, and policy influence.  
 
Miguel Karaan, Program Officer for the AASSREC Secretariat and the Philippines Social 
Science Council 
 

4. AASSREC Mentoring Initiative  
 
Anna Devenport,  
 
Dr Ruwaiha Razik, Senior Lecturer in Human Reseource Management at the University of 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 

 Q&A Discussion and SLIDO  - 10 minutes 
 

 Health Break – 15 minutes 



 
 

 

 

Session 2: Featured Projects from International Social Science Collaboration and 
Development Grant Recipients 

Wednesday 6 May 2026 

 4:45–5:45am UTC 
 2:45-3:45pm AEST / 10:45-11:45 IST / 11:45am-12:45pm ICT / 12:45pm-01:45pm MYT, PHST / 
12:45am-01:45am EDT 
1. Introduction of Speakers 

Anna Devenport, Senior Manager, AASSREC Secretariat and the Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia  
 

2. Psychological Distance and Climate Change Visual Communication in South Asia 
 
Sandaruwan Subansinghe, Senior Lecturer in Communication at the University of 
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 
 

3. Discourse of normalised exclusion among stateless children in Sabah: An examination 
through ethnography of alternative learning centres 

Dr Daron Benjamin Loo, Senior Lecturer at the Centre for Promotion of Knowledge and 
Language Learning at Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Malaysia 
 

4. Intimate Partner Violence: Perspectives of Vietnamese Young People 
 
Dr Hoai Anh Nguyen Le, Head of Fundamental Social Work Department at Hanoi National 
University of Education, Vietnam 
 

5. Moderated Q&A Session & Slido 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Session 3: Featured Projects from the Priority Social Science Grant Recipients 

Wednesday 6 May 2026 

5:45-6:45am UTC  
 03:45-04:45 AEST / 11:45am-12:45pm IST / 12:45pm-01:45pm ICT / 1:45pm-2:45pm MYT, PHST / 
1:45am-2:45am EDT 
1. Introduction of Speakers 

Anna Devenport, Senior Manager, AASSREC Secretariat and the Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia  
 

2. Nature-based Solutions for Water Security and Social Resilience in the Lower Mekong 
Basin 
 
Dr Phanh Thanh Thanh, Researcher at the Institute of Human Studies, Vietnam Academy of 
Social Sciences, Vietnam  
 

3. Empirical Analysis of Climate Change Impacts on Mountain Communities and Women 
in South Asia and Central Asia: Evidence and Policy Implications  
 
Prof Balwant Singh Mehta, Professor, Institute for Human Development New Delhi, India 
Prof Falendra Kumar, University of Jammu, India 
 

4. Indigenous Languages and Gendered Knowledge Systems: Preserving Voices in Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia 
 
Dr SGS Samaraweera, Senior Lecturer at the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka 
 

5. Moderated Q&A Session & Slido 
 

 END DAY 1 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

DAY TWO  
Session 4: Featured Projects from the Policy Paper Series  

Thursday 07 May 2026 

3.30 – 4.45am UTC 
1:30-2.45pm AEST / 9:00–10:45am IST / 10:30am-011:45 ICT/ 11:30am-12:45pm MYT, PHST / 
11:30pm – 12:45am EDT 
1. Welcome 

Ms Anna Devenport, Senior Manager, AASSREC Secretariat 
 

2. Participatory Learning of indigenous women as a policy pathway to revitalise 
indigenous knowledge systems in the Mekong 
  
Prof Sudarat Tuntivivat Associate Professor at Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand 
 

3. Digital Pathways to inclusion: ICT for Intergenerational Equity and Indigenous 
Knowledges in Sri Lanka  
 
Dr Hemamali Tennakoon, Senior Lecturer in Strategy and Management, Brunel Business 
School, Brunel University of London 
 

4. Designing age-friendly cities: Applying Blue Zones Principles through Indigenous 
Knowledge in India 
 
Assoc Prof Nidhi Mishra, Associate Professor and Head of Applied Psychology at GITAM 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, India 
Ms Sri Nitya Ravi, Independent Researcher 
 

5. Advancing Disability-Inclusive Climate Adaptation and Policy: Case Studies from Fiji, 
Bali, and Indonesia  
 
Dr Joanna Vogeley, Interdisciplinary Lecturer at Australian Catholic University, Australia 
Dr Anne Pickering, Senior Lecturer, Thomas Moore Law School at the Australian Catholic 
University, Australia 
 

 Moderated Q&A Session and Slido  
 Short Break 

 



 
 

 

 

DAY TWO 
Session 5: Future Directions Roundtable: Strengthening Social Science Systems in the 

Indo-Pacific 

Thursday 07 May 2026 

05:00am-06:00am UTC / 03:00-04:30pm AEST / 11:00am-12:30pm IST / 12:00-01:30pm ICT/ 01:00-
02:30pm MYT, PHST / 01:00-02:00am EDT 
 
1. PRIA Presentation - Weaving Wisdom Across Borders: Indigenous Knowledge Systems for 

Sustainable and Inclusive Development in the Asia Pacific 
And 
Overview of PRIA activities 
Presenter: Rabi Raj and Nikita Rakhyani 
 

2.  Bringing it all together: Reflections from interactive survey contributions 
Moderators: AASSREC Secretariat team 

3.  Closing Address: International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
Presenter: Kundan Mishra, Senior Program Officer 

 Webinar close.  

 

 
Please note, this program is current as of 5 May 2026. Please contact info@aassrec.org for any issues.  

 

Registration via Jotform  

https://www.jotform.com/260809338528465 

Audience links for MS Teams Webinars  

Webinar Link Day 1  

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2f2aeb60-7b3d-4144-9a3e-2f469e96c30c@4105f78d-9841-4b15-
b249-cab32385637a 

Webinar Link Day 2  

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/737c0bd5-c242-4da3-b152-92e16c8eb541@4105f78d-9841-4b15-
b249-cab32385637a 
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